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AH, SPRING!
Ah, spring! For pond and water feature owners, this time of year is especially valuable and enjoyable. Fish 
come back to life, frogs echo their melodic chorus, and the first sign of water lily growth is discovered. 
Nothing brings a yard to life more than a water feature!

When we usher in the spring season, we also roll out our spring and summer issue of Aquascape 
Lifestyles. Our goal is to provide you with education and inspiration on all things water gardening. 
Gorgeous photography and informative articles go hand-in-hand to accomplish the task.

Most of you are gearing up to get your pond, waterfall, or fountain ready for spring enjoyment. To help 
with that project, read our tips on page 8 for preparing your water, plants, and fish for warmer days. They 
all have special needs as we switch from cold to warm weather.

For a truly inspirational story, check out “A Living Tribute” on page 12 about a legacy water feature for 
a special memorial garden located in Tennessee. Waterfalls soothe the soul in a special way and this 
garden project by my friend John Adams at Modern Design Aquascaping doesn’t disappoint.

Next, brush up on your knowledge of wetland filtration on page 24 to learn why it might be a great option 
for your existing or future water feature. If you love plants, you’ll enjoy the variety of marginals that can be 
added to a constructed wetland, whether large or small.

Looking for something new for your yard in 2023? Be sure to explore fountain kit options on page 28 that 
work great in a backyard or front yard. They’re easy to install and can be completed in less than a day! A 
fountain is the perfect weekend project. 

And if you find your pond plants are outgrowing their pots, see how to divide them on page 34. Spring 
is the perfect time for dividing plants and you’ll benefit from increasing your plant population without 
spending any money!

As always, I wish you a beautiful and refreshing pond season. There isn’t a season I love more than water 
gardening season!

             Happy Pondering!

Founder and CEO of Aquascape

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.facebook.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.twitter.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.instagram.com/aquascape_inc
https://www.pinterest.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.youtube.com/aquascape4
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Get My Dream Book

water feature
D R E A M  B O O K 
Your Inspiration Guide

A re you looking to add the wow factor to your landscape? 
Look no further than our Water Feature Dream Book. Flip 

through 32 pages of inspirational backyard ideas that improve 
the value and aesthetic of your home with a splash of beauty.

From a simple fountain to an Aquascape ecosystem pond and 
everything in-between, you’re sure to find the perfect water 
feature to enhance your outdoor living space. We even 

include architectural renderings to make it easy to plan 
your landscape project.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/water-feature-dream-book/2023/
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Now that spring is here (thankfully!), you’ll notice some 
changes in your pond. Your fish slowly come back to life, 
and you may see the beginnings of plant growth. When you 

understand the transition that your pond makes from winter into 
spring, maintaining a healthy ecosystem is so much easier!

 Ready for 

SPRINGGet Your Pond

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


 Ready for 

SPRING

You might be planning your pond cleaning soon – or scheduling to have your pond contractor 
do it for you. Don't be concerned if you experience new algae growth after your pond is cleaned. 
It's normal this time of year because your pond is balancing itself. After cleaning the pond, add 
Pond Starter Bacteria to help balance the water and get your pond off to a healthy start.

You can also perform a few simple, important steps that can make the difference between 
a balanced pond with minimal maintenance and a pond that requires too much of your time. 
Although bacteria and plants don't start growing properly until water temperature reaches 
50°F, there are still some things you can do to establish a trouble-free pond.

We recommend using EcoBlast Contract Granular Algaecide and Algaecide (US only) 
early in the season. EcoBlast removes algae from waterfalls, fountains, and rocks on contact. 
Algaecide controls both string algae and single-celled floating algae. Both of these products 
can be used in any water temperature throughout the season, but they are especially effective 
at maintaining optimum water conditions until water is warmer and beneficial bacteria and 
aquatic plants have the opportunity to absorb excess nutrients.

Algae don't mind cool water, but for the rest of your pond's ecosystem, 50°F is kind of the magic 
number. The plants and bacteria don't jump into action in the battle of the green monster, 
until the water temperature reaches, and consistently stays, around 50°F. At this time they start 
growing and are then able to use up the excess nutrients that the algae would otherwise be 
feasting on. This is the reason for new spring algae blooms.

SPRING /  SUMMER 2023    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 9

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/pond-starter-bacteria
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/ecoblast
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/algaecide
https://www.aquascapeinc.com
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THE PLANTS
While growing, aquatic plants absorb a lot of the nutrients in the water, and this helps combat 
algae growth. Until they are actively growing, they have no use for the natural fertilizer lurking in 
the pond. But as they begin growing, they will start to out-compete the algae for nutrients, the 
algae will be starved, and the pond water becomes cleaner. Another benefit that plants provide, 
particularly water lilies, is that they shade the surface of the water helping to keep the water cool, 
all while cutting down on the growth of string algae as well as green water.

THE BACTERIA
Bacteria also need warmer water to begin growing and colonizing, helping to provide clear water 
quality as well as reducing maintenance. You can help jump-start the pond in the spring by 
adding supplemental bacteria such as Aquascape Cold Water Beneficial Bacteria. Since 
bacteria like lots of nooks and crannies, having rocks and gravel in the bottom of your pond helps 
provide surface area for bacteria to grow. A biological filter containing filtration media with 
lots of surface area, provides optimum conditions for biological filtration in the smallest space 
possible. The more surface area available for bacteria to grow, the more efficient your biological 
filter. Consider adding BioBalls Biological Filter Media inside your biological filer.

FISH
Fish are also sensitive to water temperature, and as pond water warms up, you will see more 
activity, and be tempted to feed your fish. You've missed your fish all winter, but until the water 
temperature is consistently at 50°F, don't feed them. Their metabolism is still in slow motion, and 
they are unable to digest the food properly. If you do feed them and food cannot be digested, this 
can result in food starting to decay in the body of the fish, causing fish to become sick. When you 
do start feeding your fish, begin with small amounts of a quality fish food formulated for colder 
water temperature, such as Aquascape Premium Cold Water Fish Food Pellets for all 
pond fish. You can use this food when the water temperature is between 50 and 60°F, after that, 
switch to your regular fish food.

PATIENCE PLEASE
You need a little patience with your pond in the spring. If you've stocked your pond with a sufficient 
number of plants, the temperature's just right, and you've started supplementing with beneficial 
bacteria, your pond will quickly balance.  

Need more information on maintaining a healthy ecosystem pond? 
Check out our helpful FAQ section!

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/cold-water-beneficial-bacteria-liquid
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/biofalls-filters
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/bioballs-biological-filter-media
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/premium-cold-water-fish-food
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/fish-food
https://support.aquascapeinc.com/hc/en-us
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Pond Starter Bacteria
Ease your pond into the season by 
adding Pond Starter Bacteria.

Aquascape Pond Starter Bacteria 
helps to quickly establish the 
biological ecosystem for new ponds and spring start-ups, helping 
to support the nitrogen cycle and provide clean and healthy water 
conditions.

Cold Water Beneficial Bacteria
As you water temperature starts to 
rise in the spring, you can start adding 
Aquascape Cold Water Beneficial 
Bacteria to your pond. This helps ease 
your system into the season, promoting 
optimal water quality.

Aquascape Cold Water Beneficial Bacteria is perfect for both 
spring and fall because it works at temperatures below 50°F and 
contains pure strains of concentrated beneficial bacteria that go 
to work quickly, cleaning and balancing your pond.

Premium Cold Water 
Fish Food Pellets
As your water temperatures rise in the 
spring your fish will start to come out of 
dormancy. While the water temperatures 
are between 50° and 60°F it is important to feed you fish Cold 
Water Fish Food. Our cold water fish food contains spirulina and 
wheat germ which help make the food easier to digest in colder 
water temperatures.

Aquascape Premium Cold Water Fish Food is scientifically 
formulated to provide quality nutrition to all pond fish, including 
goldfish and koi.

Smart Pond Thermometer
Give yourself peace of mind by monitoring pond 
temperature throughout the year with the Aquascape 
Smart Pond Thermometer. This specially designed 
pond thermometer is easy to connect to your 
smartphone or tablet, allowing you to easily check the 
temperature of  your pond or water feature using the 
Aquascape Smart Control App. Use the immediate 
and accurate temperature data to adjust fish feeding 
schedules, change water treatments, and more.

Spring is an important time to get 
your pond ready for the entire year!
Aside from emptying the debris from your skimmer regularly, you should 
take proper steps to establish the biological process in your pond.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/pond-starter-bacteria
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/cold-water-beneficial-bacteria-liquid
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/premium-cold-water-fish-food
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/premium-cold-water-fish-food
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/smart-pond-thermometer
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/cold-water-beneficial-bacteria-liquid
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/premium-cold-water-fish-food
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/pond-starter-bacteria
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/smart-pond-thermometer
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By Laura Underhile
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hen you need a water feature 
to serve as the centerpiece 

to a stunning, one-of-a-kind 
tribute to lost loved ones, there could 
be no more meaningful choice than a 
talented designer who for years has 
been channeling his own grief into 
works of art.

That partnership was established 
when Cremation by Grandview of 
Maryville, Tennessee, turned to 
John G. Adams of Modern Design 
Aquascaping of Friendsville, 
Tennessee, to create the water feature 
for their recently designed Grandview 
Legacy Trail & Pavilion.
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After Sawyer passed away in 2013, some 
of John’s “pond friends” encouraged him 
to try to create something positive out of 
his grief. The result was the Sawyer Mason 
Foundation, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
dedicated to “Inspiring the Love of Nature.” 
Through the foundation, John seeks to 
create water features for recipients who 
have experienced trauma in the service of 
humanity. 

“I have this power with what I can build,” 
said John. “What if I took that and we used 
it to create these healing spaces for people 
who deserve them?”

The first Sawyer Mason Foundation 
honoree served in the military and worked 
in civilian emergency rooms as well. 
Unfortunately, she was injured in a car 
crash on her way home from working in the 
emergency room and sustained a traumatic 
brain injury that required her to retire. 

Since her injury, she has enjoyed traveling 
to the mountains to enjoy the soothing 
sounds of nature. John built a fountainscape 
for her that allows her to experience similar 
serenity at home. 

“She is a servant of humanity in a multitude 
of ways,” John said. “I felt like I was in the 
right place at the right time.” 

You can learn more about this first 
Foundation project by viewing Modern 
Design Aquascaping’s YouTube video: 
youtube.com/watch?v=hzLAB9CUBto 

John is excited about the foundation’s 
potential reach and impact. “I want to take 
this on a global scale,” he said.

Learn more at sawyermasonfoundation.org/

SPRING /  SUMMER 2023    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 19
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Before sculpting ponds and waterfalls with rock, Jaak Harju was busy doing landscape projects 
in the 1990s. An early customer had a plastic tub pond and wanted it fixed. Jaak admits to 
doing everything wrong with that first pond. Determined to build ponds the right way, he saved 

enough money to buy a pond kit, which he installed in his mom's yard. Jaak was hooked. He eventually 
transitioned out of the landscape business to full-time water feature work and that's when Atlantis 
Water Gardens was born in Denville, NJ. Jaak's artistry shows in his meticulous use of rocks and their 
placement. In 2014 he was deservedly voted Aquascape Artist of the Year.

Learn more about Jaak at atlantiswatergardens.com 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://atlantiswatergardens.com/
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Jaak      HARJU

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://atlantiswatergardens.com/
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Constructed wetlands have grown in popularity over the 
last couple of years due to their natural aesthetic, ease 
of care, and impressive filtration properties. Wetland 
filters are a great option if you want to keep a lot of fish 
or plan to swim in your pond.

A wetland filter works like a biological filter, which 
creates a waterfall cascading into your pond. The 
wetland, however, creates an area in the pond thick with 
naturally-filtering plants, as well as rocks and gravel. In 
addition, a wetland is more effective at filtration, which is 
why more pond owners are incorporating them into new 
or existing ponds.

Wetlands are designed to work like Mother Nature and 
are often considered to be the kidneys of the earth. Just 
like kidneys filter toxins out of the human body, wetlands 
filter toxins out of water. A wetland filter slows the 
velocity of water by 93 percent, and in a natural system 
like this, low pressure is best.

Wetland Filtration
f o r  y o u r  p o n d

w h y  y o u  s h o u l d  c h o o s e

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/wetland-filtration
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What’s Needed

In addition to plants and rocks, 
Aquascape incorporates a Snorkel® 
Vault and Centipede® Module to aid 
in filtration and make it easier to 
clean the wetland filter. All you need 
to use in conjunction with these two 
components are AquaBlox® Water 
Storage Modules, a pump appropriate 
to the amount of water flow, rock and 
gravel, aquatic plants, piping that is 
appropriate for the size of pump, a 
skimmer, and of course, water.

Water flows through the plumbing 
from the skimmer, into the Centipede 
Module, which pushes the water 
up through the AquaBlox, and then 
through the layer of rock and gravel 
(where beneficial bacteria grows), and 
finally up to the plant roots for further 
filtration. The vertical Snorkel Vault 
makes it easy to remove sediment and 
sludge. Simply pop off the cap, lower 
a cleanout pump to the bottom, and 
let the pump remove the sediment and 
debris from the Centipede Module.

SPRING /  SUMMER 2023    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com
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Planting the Wetland

This is perhaps the best part of installing a wetland filter. Aquatic plants are planted directly into the gravel layer and make the 
water feature look natural and gorgeous, allowing you to add pops of color and texture. Plants are an integral part of a balanced 
pond ecosystem by purifying the water through reduction of nutrients, filtering out sediments and precipitating metals, breaking 
down toxic compounds, and digesting pathogens. 

Variety is important when choosing aquatic plants for your natural filter. Here are a few options to consider:

• Cattails, Sedges, Grasses, and Rush – Very hardy, prolific growers, with excellent ornamental 
characteristics.

• Iris – Superior filtration capabilities with unique, showy flowers.

• Rooted aquatics – The lacunae pores, located throughout their stems, allow the transfer of oxygen 
and other gases to reach deep into their root zone. This draws aerobic and anaerobic bacteria to the roots, 
reducing toxic nitrogen in the water.

• Water Hyacinth – One of nature’s best filters, water hyacinth removes large amounts of algae-
causing nutrients. (Be advised that water hyacinth is banned in certain states due to its invasive nature.)  

Can You Build It Yourself?

This is probably the first question people ask when considering 
a wetland filter for a new or existing pond. The answer is yes, 
but if you doubt your skill level or don’t have a lot of free time, 
hiring a Certified Aquascape Contractor is your best bet. Their 
crew will get the job done quickly and accurately. The wetland 
replaces the biological filter which creates your waterfall, but 
the contractor can create a waterfall from the wetland filter into 
the pond, so you can still enjoy the sight and sound of water. 

Watch our video for more information on wetland filtration:  youtu.be/SRuHEH_iBH4

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
https://youtu.be/SRuHEH_iBH4
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Outdoor 
Fountain Kits 
I N S P I R A T I O N

SPRING /  SUMMER 2023    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com28
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Create a refreshing landscape  with the addition of a 
beautiful fountain that's easy to install and maintain. A 
sub-surface basin holds the water and pump, which 
pushes the water up through the fountain for a stunning 
display. Install just one fountain, or group several together 
for a truly unique water feature. A variety of styles and 
sizes are available and can be installed in just one 
weekend!

Explore Outdoor Fountain Kits

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/landscape-fountain-kits
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/landscape-fountain-kits
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The Aquascape approach to backyard pond 
kits is to create a complete low-maintenance 
system that works with Mother Nature to 
provide food, shelter, and safety to the wildlife 
around it. We make it easy for you to do it 
yourself by including pond kit components 
that work well together and complement the 
addition of rocks, gravel, fish, and plants. Each 
kit comes with a pond pump, a pond filtration 
system, liner and underlayment, plumbing, and 
an installation kit. Just add rocks and water!

Transform your dreams into backyard 
reality with an Aquascape DIY Pond Kit.

      Get Ready to 

Love Your Backyard!

Three sizes are available to fit your space and budget

 4'x6', 6'x8' & 8'x11' - OUR BEST SELLER!

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/diy-backyard-pond-kits
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/diy-backyard-pond-kits
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Dive into our social pond and be inspired with exclusive content you'll find while swimming with us on 
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest, and more. We connect people to water the way nature intended, 
and social media is an awesome way for us to create an online community of water feature lovers like you!

Aquascape provides a variety of channels that focus on various aspects of water gardening, from design and 
construction of ponds and waterfalls to stories of people who are loving and Living the Aquascape Lifestyle®. 

Check out our channels below and follow along!

Dive into Our Social Pond
Connect with us on social media
and start Living the Aquqascape Lifestyle® today!

Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy
Join our fearless founder on his many 
journeys around the world to discover 

gorgeous water features and the stories 
behind the people who create and enjoy 
them. His passion for ponds takes him 

on adventures from Australia to the U.K. 
and beyond. Not to mention, you’ll enjoy 
his escapades swimming with all sorts 

of fish and koi, his eternal hunt for turtles 
(his favorite), and encounters with other 

reptiles and animals like beavers and 
koala bears. Did we mention his personal 
achievement of setting a world record for 
underwater bench pressing? If it involves 
water, you’ll be sure to find Greg there – 
and he’d love you to join him on his fun 

adventures.

Aquascape, Inc.
This is where your virtual water gardening journey begins! If you’re looking for a mix of water gardening inspiration 

and education, you’ve hopped onto the right lily pad. Follow us on Facebook for shared stories, breathtaking 
photos, inspiring videos, contests, and more! Re-pin your favorite images and get motivated by our best ideas on 
Pinterest. We bring the world’s most beautiful backyards straight to your Instagram feed. Get tips from our pond 
pros on YouTube and see the latest in pond products and offerings. If you like your water feature inspiration quick 
and short, then Twitter is the place to be. And finally, if you’re looking for a new job or career, we share our latest 

opportunities for you on LinkedIn.

TEAM Aquascape
You might think the process of digging 

dirt and hauling and stacking rocks 
isn’t too exciting but think again! Brian 
and TEAM Aquascape have a way of 
sharing pond, waterfall, and fountain 

construction techniques that will leave 
you wanting to don your steel-toed 
boots to become a bona fide pond 

builder! Their antics are entertaining, their 
banter is humorous, and their knowledge 
is undeniable. Get all the latest dirt and 
pond construction tips from the best 

TEAM ever - and have fun while doing it!

Ed The Pond Professor
If science is your thing, you don’t 

want to miss the opportunity to get 
inside Ed’s head! An expert limnologist 

(that’s a person who studies bodies 
of fresh water, by the way), Ed shares 
the why, what, how, and then some, 
on the science behind pond ecology 

and construction. From massive water 
features in South America to the life of 
tiny plankton and algae in ponds, Ed 
shares his expertise in a way that will 
leave you mesmerized and thirsting 

for more.

The Pond
Professored

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aquascape-inc/mycompany/
https://www.pinterest.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.facebook.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.instagram.com/aquascape_inc
https://www.twitter.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.youtube.com/aquascape4
https://www.facebook.com/GregWittstockThePondGuy
https://www.youtube.com/gregwittstockthepondguy
https://www.instagram.com/gregwittstockthepondguy/
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HOW TO 
DIVIDE

POND PLANTS
Whether you're giving 
a well-needed boost 
to overgrown plants 
during a spring pond 
cleanout or dividing 
recently purchased 

plants, spring is a great 
time to divide your 

pond plants. 

Here's 
easy-to-follow 

instructions:

Carefully remove 
your plant from its 
existing pot.1

SPRING /  SUMMER 2023    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com34

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


2

HOW TO 
DIVIDE

Slice the root ball in half or quarters, depending on 
how full the plant is and how many new "plantlets" 
you want. An old kitchen knife works great for cutting 
the root ball in half.

You're now ready to enjoy additional plants to fill in any bare spots 
around the pond that you might  have. You could also share them 
with fellow water gardeners!

Re-pot the "new" plants 
in the appropriately sized 
aquatic planter.3
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Every square inch of this backyard 
was thoughtfully utilized to create 

the ultimate outdoor oasis for a home 
in a typical suburban subdivision. 
While all the neighbors have grass to 
mow, this proud homeowner enjoys 
not one, but two patios with a pond, 
waterfalls, and streams running 
throughout. The upper patio features 
outdoor dining and grilling next to 
the peaceful koi pond with a negative 
edge flowing into a waterfall. The 
lower patio resides on the far side 
of the koi pond and includes a bar 
overlooking the pond for up-close 
viewing of the fish. The opposite side 
of the lower patio features a beautiful 
waterfall with a stream that hugs the 
patio and empties into the same basin 
as the negative edge waterfall from 
the pond.

tRansformatioN
Not Your Ordinary Backyard

Get ready to love your backyard when you add a splash of water to your landscape. 
Use our ONLINE LOCATOR to find a Certified Aquascape Contractor® near you and start planning your dream yard today!

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors


SPRING /  SUMMER 2023    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 37

Get ready to love your backyard when you add a splash of water to your landscape. 
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In all things of nature there is 
something of the marvellous.

- aristotle - 
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Aquascape makes it easy for you to learn about ponds 
and water features using your smartphone, tablet, or 

desktop computer. Visit the POND EBOOKS PAGE on 
our website and enjoy our current FREE offering of short, 

informative e-books based on a variety of topics! 

Our DIGITAL LIBRARY will continue to grow, so check back often to find favorite water gardening reading material.

V i s i t  o u r

D I G I TA L L I B R A RY
a q u a s c a p e i n c . c o m /p o n d - e b o o k s

How To Keep Pond Water 
Clean & Healthy

Simple Soloutions Water Treatment 
For Ponds, Waterfalls, and Fountains

Easy Pond-Keeping 
During The Fall Season

The Other Pond Fish 
Beyond Koi

Easy Winter 
Pond Care

Keep Your Koi Healthy 
Top 10 Tips
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Pondside E-Newsletter
Sign up for Pondside, our free e-newsletter that’s filled with great information 
and tips to help you along your water gardening journey. From fish to plants 
to general maintenance, you’ll learn everything you need to know to keep 
your water feature healthy and beautiful all year long!
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Find a Store or a Pond Builder

Prefer to Hire a 
Professional Pond Builder?

Aquascape has a network of Certified Aquascape 
Contractors® who are trained in the latest construction 

techniques and who receive good customer reviews. Use 
our online locator to find a certified installer near you.

Want to Create Your Own 
Water Feature?

Retailers who sell Aquascape products are located across 
the United States and Canada, with a few retailers located 
overseas. Find one near you or enjoy the convenience of 

shopping online.

FIND POND SUPPLIES FIND A POND PRO
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