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TH E

BITTERSWEET
SEASON
The fall and winter seasons can be somewhat bittersweet for those Living the Aquascape
Lifestyle®. Although it’s sad to say goodbye to your finned friends as they enter winter dormancy,
the joyous color that comes with fall is nothing short of magnificent. Once the trees have shed
their leaves, winter brings its frosty beauty by turning waterfalls into artistic forms of ice. The
signature pond at Aquascape is the perfect example of this wondrous seasonal transition, and
you can see what I mean when you check out this issue’s Design Showcase spread.
We have special stories in this issue of Aquascape Lifestyles. The first is Home Sweet
Pondful Home that showcases water features at senior living centers across the country.
More health and wellness facilities are incorporating the sights and sounds of water into their
landscapes to help with healing and recovery.
You’ll also find an epic story about a pond with a rainwater harvesting system installed at
the home of Kevin Espiritu who vlogs at Epic Gardening on YouTube. Find out how Kevin uses his
new water feature to help people learn how to grow their own food.
For those who have concerns about what happens with their pond in winter, be sure to
check out how to avoid winter pond paranoia and put your mind at ease. We include our top tips
for making sure your fish are safe during the ice and cold of winter.
And while we all await spring’s return, enjoy learning about butterfly koi. These beauties
have an interesting background and are a sight to behold in your pond with their “wings” flowing
behind them.
If you keep your pond running during the winter months, take time to go outside with a
cup of hot chocolate and enjoy the serene peace of winter while your waterfalls gurgle beneath
a sheet of ice. If you shut your pond down, enjoy flipping through the pages of Aquascape
Lifestyles while you wait for next year’s pond season!
					

		

Happy Pondering!

Founder and CEO of Aquascape
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LIVING THE

®

Inspiration Guide

View Catalog

Are you looking to add the wow factor to your landscape? Look no further than our
Aquascape Lifestyle Inspiration Guide. Flip through 36 pages of inspirational backyard ideas that
improve the value and aesthetic of your home with a splash of beauty.
From a simple fountain to an Aquascape ecosystem pond and everything in-between,
you’re sure to find the perfect water feature to enhance your outdoor living space. We even include
architectural renderings to make it easy to plan your landscape project.
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THE UGLY DUCKLING TURNED

In certain circles, butterfly koi are considered as mutts
and would never be included in a koi connoisseur’s
pond. However, depending on size, pattern, and finnage,
butterfly koi can be the finest fish in the water garden.
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Butterfly koi originated in the early 80s
when a population of common, brown and
gray carp with long fins were found in a
series of canals and ditches in Indonesia.
A New York company took an interest in
these unique specimens and brought the
fish into the United States and sold some.
Unfortunately, they didn’t sell well because
most people thought they were ugly.

• Long-fin genes are dominant, so
breeding the fish to color would not
breed out the long-fin gene.

That all changed when Blue Ridge Fish
Hatchery placed an order for a dozen of
these fish out of curiosity. They weren’t
impressed, but over the next several years
the hatchery bred these large, long-finned
mutations with their finest regular-fin koi
and made several discoveries.

The original breeder at the hatchery who
spearheaded the cultivation of long-fin koi
was a man named Wyatt LeFever. His son
Randy made his way to the tanks to see the
fish and exclaimed, “Dad, they look like
butterflies!” The name stuck and today we
enjoy their true beauty.
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• Long-fin koi are robust and disease
resistant.
• The fish are easily bred to vivid colors
and many lines of long-fin koi have been
created at Blue Ridge Fish Hatchery.
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RELATION OF SIZE AND VALUE
As butterfly koi grow, they become more
impressive because the fins keep growing until
the blood vessels can no longer sustain further
growth. The older the fish, the longer and more
dramatic the finnage. So, a full-grown butterfly
koi looks like a beautiful, winged angel moving
through the water. Butterfly koi seem to lack
some of the body size of regular koi, but the
overall fish can run as long as 36 to 40 inches in
the right pond with plenty of food.

WHAT ABOUT PATTERN?
Since pattern means a great deal to the value
of a regular koi, it makes logical sense that
a good, standard pattern with bright colors

12
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would increase the value of a butterfly koi too,
but there are a few notable additions. While
a butterfly koi is more valuable when it has
a properly defined and positioned pattern of
color, beautiful fins can often make even a
poorly patterned fish look beautiful.
In addition, lemon and platinum ogons (solid
color) in the butterfly category are quite
stunning as adults. When you grow a metallic
yellow or platinum ogon butterfly to an
impressive size, their body movement is more
graceful and slow. The fins are long, and the
uniform gold or neon-white color is brilliant in
the water. Such fish look like fireballs or comets
moving through the water with their “fire”
(fins) streaming behind them.

Black butterfly koi become very
large because their genes are
not as strained as some of the
brighter colored fish. If they have
no scales, the body is a glistening
jet black. The fins keep growing
until the entire fish is broad, and
it appears that long black robes
stream behind it through the
water.

NOTABLE BUTTERFLY KOI TYPES
Sorogoi are incredible as adults in the butterfly
class. A sorogoi is the overall gray fish with the
“fukurin” or black fish net pattern over the
body. When that color and pattern is evident on
a butterfly koi, it almost appears as a gray sea
monster moving through the water. Its subdued
colors don’t attract the eye at first, but then you
see its graceful, lengthy body and fins gliding
through the pond and are taken aback by both
the robustness of the fish (they grow rather
large) and its mysterious gray color.

BLACK BEAUTIES
And let’s not forget black butterfly koi. They are
seldom found, so their effect is rare and special
in any water garden. The black butterfly may
or may not have scales. The rarest and most
valuable fish of this type is the doitsu, karasu
butterfly koi. This fish is black, has no scales
and possesses long, flowing fins.

When friends visit your pond
and are feeding your fish, this
large black koi looms up from
the depths. Larger it gets when
they realize it’s more than just a
shadow in the pond. When the fish takes the
food, turns and swirls down out of sight with a
flourish of long, black fins, they might not quite
understand what they just saw. The Japanese
have always regarded a black fish as a sign of
good luck.

OH, THOSE FINS!
When it comes to butterfly koi, you can’t ignore
their flowing fins. The fish are long because
of a genetic aberration resulting in the length
growth gene failing to turn off. This gene is a
dominant mutation with recessive lethal effects.
In fish, the fins are supposed to grow to a
genetically specified length, then stop growing.
But in the high fin mutation, the fins don’t
get the “stop growth” message. This happens
in individual fish of many species from time
to time. Some notable examples are Siamese
fighting fish, Simpson’s hi-fin swordtails, longfin Oscars, and long-fin black tetras. Any time

FA L L / WINTER 2022

Aqua sc a p e Lifestyles

a q u a sc apein c .c o m

13

the mutation is encountered and identified;
it is bred into a species to see if it would
make that species more commercially
important.
Like any other koi, the fins of the butterfly koi
are made up of dozens of rays of cartilage that
radiate outward and support the fin. These rays
generally grow very straight, but past the point
of normal length they
can grow wavy. The fish
that grow straight rays
even into the lengthier
parts of the tail are more
impressive looking and
would be more valuable.

HANDLE WITH
CARE
One problem with
butterfly koi is that they
are often handled the
same way as regular koi.
Broken fins and tails are
par for the course by the
time the fish is an adult.
So, it’s normal to see
bends and waves in the
fins and tail of butterfly
koi partly because of
growing that way, but also because of netting
damage as a juvenile. As an adult, a split tail or
fin often does not heal well and remains split.
This might be irrelevant to the casual observer,
the impact of the fish is still the same, but you
might notice variations in fin quality, and you
may care enough to choose one fish over the
other based on that.

14
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ARE THEY THE REAL MCKOI?
The butterfly koi is a true koi. Despite this
fact, the Japanese have shared some American
purists’ distaste for these graceful beauties.
Truth be told, the Japanese have usually reacted
to any new color of koi as an abomination.
Eventually, they warm up to it, accept it, and
end up appreciating the diversity.
The same is true for
the butterfly koi. At
first, Mr. Suda was the
only breeder in Japan
producing butterfly
koi. His fish have
been gorgeous, and
he even bred them for
prodigious size. The rest
of the Japanese breeders
declined, however.
Eventually, Mr. Suda’s
fish become so popular
in the U.S. that they
became scarce, making
Mr. Suda realize his
decision to breed
them was a good one.
Over time, as other
breeders watched Suda
sell everything he had, they overcame their
resistance to butterfly koi and started producing
them, as well. Today, there are domestic
breeders who compete in the butterfly koi
market. They’re very popular fish, and for good
reason. 

Get Ready to

Love Your Backyard!
Transform your dreams into backyard
reality with an Aquascape DIY Pond Kit.

The Aquascape approach to backyard pond kits is to
create a complete low-maintenance system that works
with Mother Nature to provide food, shelter, and safety
to the wildlife around it. We make it easy for you to do
it yourself by including pond kit components that work
well together. Simply add rocks, gravel, water, fish, and
plants to complete your water garden. Each kit comes
with a pond pump, a pond filtration system, liner and
underlayment, plumbing, and an installation kit. Just
add rocks and water!
Visit our video playlist and follow step-by-step
instructions to transform you ordinary yard into a
beautiful oasis you can enjoy every day of the year.

Three sizes are available to fit your space and budget
4'x6', 6'x8' & 8'x11' - OUR BEST SELLER!
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Home
Sweet
Home
By Laura Underhile
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In addition to adding beauty
to surroundings, the sounds

Westminster Village, Arizona

produced by running water
and other elements of nature,
such as birdsongs, have been

o matter where you call home, the
Aquascape Lifestyle is within
reach. From patio ponds at compact
apartments to meandering waterfalls
at sprawling estates, our natural,
environmentally balanced water features
connect people to water in the way that
nature intended.
In this article, we celebrate Certified
Aquascape Contractors who have paired with
senior living facilities to create stunning
water features that enrich the lives of
residents of independent living and skilled
care centers.

shown to have therapeutic
benefits. According to a study
conducted by conservation
biologist Rachel Buxton and
her colleagues, which was
published in Proceedings
of the National Academy
of Sciences in March of
2021, pleasant natural
sounds can help lower blood
pressure, improve cognitive
performance, and even
reduce pain.
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The Pond Gnome and Westminster Village
Arizona
“I am a firm believer that every assisted living
facility needs a good pond or 10! Most of them
just don’t know what that looks like yet,” said
Paul Holderman, owner of The Pond Gnome in
Arizona.
Holderman has introduced several
facilities to the Aquascape Lifestyle and views
Westminster Village, located in Scottsdale,
Arizona, as a major success story. The Pond
Gnome has installed four water features
throughout the Westminster Village campus and
has plans for additional features as well.
Tom Winkelman is the Chief Executive
Officer at Westminster Village, which is
Scottsdale’s only not-for-profit life care
community. Several years ago, Westminster
Village, which offers both independent living
and skilled care, undertook an initiative to
update its common areas. Facility residents
suggested to Winkelman that part of this update
include replacing a stormwater retention basin
that was somewhat of an eyesore. At first
Winkelman didn’t think this would be possible,
so he was excited to receive a plan from The
Pond Gnome that completely changed the
retention basin’s function.
The Pond Gnome transformed that
stormwater retention basin into a koi pond with
a wetland filter and negative edge skimmer with
a 3,000-gallon cistern. Winkelman was happy
that the cistern can recycle extra rainwater, a
valuable feature in the desert.
This first installation proved so popular
with residents at Westminster Village that The
Pond Gnome then installed three more features.
The second feature, a 20-foot by 30-foot koi
pond with a large wetland filter and connecting
stream, is in a basin area visible from a large
number of residential units at Westminster
Village.
The third installation was created for a
popular member of the community—Bruno, an

African spurred tortoise. Currently 15 years old
and weighing in at about 175 pounds, Bruno
enjoys meandering through a dedicated acre
within Westminster Village. The Pond Gnome
installed a Pondless® Waterfall in Bruno’s area
that serves as both a perennial water supply and
a lovely patio feature for residents in that area.
The fourth feature at Westminster Village is
a retention basin surrounded by desert-adapted
Argentine pines that create the look and feel of
being in the mountains—some 5,000 feet above
the desert floor where Westminster Village is
located. The 60-foot living stream features small
pools containing goldfish along its course. The
Westminster Village community has cultivated a
butterfly garden around the stream.
“It has become one of the most magical
spaces with hundreds of butterflies filling the
garden during much of the day and during
certain seasonal events there can be thousands
of butterflies,” said Holderman. “It’s amazing!”
Winkelman noted that while some residents
initially questioned the expenditure on the
water features, they are now popular gathering
areas that he believes deliver a range of
benefits. It has helped that Holderman pops
by Westminster Village multiple times a year to
educate residents on the water features and their
benefits.
“Just getting outside, there’s something
healing about that,” Winkelman said. “Having a
pleasant place to go outside is absolutely a need
for our physical and mental health.”
Mobility and some medical issues can make
it a challenge for some Westminster Village
residents to leave the campus. It is important to
Winkelman that those residents enjoy as many
on-campus opportunities as possible, from
restaurants and activities to soothing sights. The
water features fit the bill perfectly. All residents
can enjoy the beauty and sounds of running
water, and families visiting the campus love to
gather around the water features as well.
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Atlantis Water Gardens and CareOne
East Coast
On the East Coast, Jaak Harju of Atlantis
Water Gardens was brought in to create water
features at CareOne skilled nursing facilities.
CareOne’s locations can be found in New Jersey,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Maryland, and
Pennsylvania and include assisted living and
skilled nursing facilities.
Atlantis Water Features was approached
through the landscaping company working
with CareOne. Within a year and a half, Atlantis
Water Features installed primarily Pondless and

Edgewater, Iowa
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decorative water features at 12 CareOne facilities.
Each facility had a water feature installed near
its entrance, which Harju said helped to set the
tone for the location and make an impression on
future residents and their family members.
“This is definitely different than going to a
hospital-type retirement home,” Harju said.
Atlantis Water Features also worked with
the landscaping company to create beautiful
courtyards at each location that highlighted
Aquascape products such as stacked slate urns
and basalt columns. These joined other features
on the full courtyard landscapes such as outdoor
seating, kitchens, and fire pits.

Just Add Water and Edgewater
Iowa
In Des Moines, Iowa, Chris Thompson of Just Add
Water has completed four projects at Edgewater,
a WesleyLife Active Life Community. All four
projects have been remodels of existing water
features that needed some help.
The first project was rebuilding a nonfunctioning water feature. Just Add Water
developed a plan to rebuild it in its existing
location with added visual and maintenance
improvements.
“It was just a need for them, but for me it was
an opportunity to rebuild it and make it look and
function better,” Thompson said.
The success of that project led to Just Add
Water being able to approach the next three
projects with greater freedom. For the second
project, additional waterfalls and fountainscapes
were added to a 100-foot Pondless Waterfall
system. The third project involved doubling
the length of a stream to 80 feet and adding a
15-degree grade change to the hill the feature was
built upon. Larger boulders were also brought in
for this project.
The third project proved so popular with
residents that Just Add Water is currently
constructing another feature on the same hill
that will be visible to residents who do not have
a view of the previous project. In addition to
these projects, Just Add Water built a 15-foot-by-

25-foot indoor ecosystem pond in the facility’s
remodeled lobby and has two additional projects
it plans to complete by the end of summer 2022.
Because the Edgewater property is large and
many of the water features are enjoyed from a
distance, Thompson’s team has been increasing
installation size and using larger stones. They also
keep both maintenance requirements and resident
enjoyment top of mind while designing. The
previous water features were difficult to maintain,
so Just Add Water has changed that.
In terms of resident enjoyment, “We have
increased the number of waterfalls and changing
directions so the residents can enjoy them more,”
Thompson said. “For example, on the longest
stream we installed two waterfalls that were aimed
back at an outdoor dining area, whereas the old
feature did not have any waterfalls directed in this
area. We have added color-changing lights to all
the features as well.”
The Edgewater installations also came with
some bonus reunions for Thompson. He was
delighted to run into former clients who now live
at Edgewater and are happy to be surrounded
by gorgeous water features again. “I had one
daughter of a past client email me to let me know
how happy her mother was with one of our new
features and how it reminded me of her small
pond at her previous house,” Thompson said. “It
is very rewarding to know that the work we are
doing is bringing joy to so many people.”
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Fontana Water Features and Elim Village
British Columbia
Sometimes individual generosity benefits an
entire community. Such is the case at Elim
Village Fleetwood in British Columbia, Canada.
Residents Dewey and Dina DeVries made a
generous donation to the facility that, among
other things, allowed the facility to rebuild its
existing upper and lower ponds. The DeVries
previously lived above one of the old ponds and
wanted to improve its look, ease of maintenance,
and functionality. Enter Fontana Ponds & Water
Features.
“Fontana Ponds & Water Features and Elim’s
vision for the new feature were very similar
from the beginning,” said Kris Versluis, Elim’s
Manager, Facilities & Maintenance. “They were
very receptive to our input and their experience
and professionalism really came through when
adjustments had to be considered.”
Diego Asturias, co-owner of Fontana Ponds
& Water Features, said that the team installed a
large ecosystem pond that spans 70 feet by 35
feet and is four feet deep. It features multiple
cascading waterfalls and streams that span 130
feet and a large 20-foot by 20-foot wetland filter.
On top of the wetland, Fontana Ponds &
Water Features designed and installed a custom
fountainscape with multiple urns, spillway
bowls, and flat stepping rocks to make the area
interactive.
“Due to multiple seating areas, this had to be
a 360-degree view and lots of movement to create
interest,” said Asturias. “We also incorporated
large flat granite boulders where grandkids could
jump from place to place.”
The area also features two bridges, one over
the intake bay and the other over the stream
immediately preceding the wetland area. The
intake bay bridge is over an 18-inch stream
through which fish can swim.
Not only are the new water features more
aesthetically pleasing and functional, but they
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have also become a huge draw for residents
and guests. The main pond features a beautiful
hexagon-shaped patio cantilevered in the pond
with a gazebo that allows residents and visitors
to easily feed the koi, which Versluis said have
become the area’s main attraction.
“There was a large initial buzz when
everything was being built,” said Versluis. “Now
that it’s complete, we are seeing a routine of
people visiting and residents getting assistance in
experiencing the tranquility the pond brings.”
Fontana Pond & Water Features kept this
desire for tranquility in mind while designing
the water feature. “We wanted to create a
haven for watching and enjoying the fish and
waterfalls,” said Asturias. “The falls have the
perfect amount of sound and deep pooling areas
to create a deeper, soft sound rather than a loud
treble-like sound that may be too harsh for the
environment.”
The finished water feature is a source of joy
for all involved.

“I can see that everyone is very proud of
having such a wonderful feature to call our own
yet be able to share,” said Versluis.
“The residents came by nonstop the whole
project to look at the progress, ask questions,
and watch the construction happen. In some
ways this was very entertaining for them and for
us as well,” said Asturias. “We got to know so
many people and their stories over the course of
this project and it was all around a phenomenal
experience. Another favorite, and maybe the
best part, was showing up on a Saturday when
the project was almost complete and seeing two
families with children from the neighborhood
and half a dozen seniors enjoying the pond. It
was a moment when you realize that what we
do isn't a product, but a lifestyle. A chance to
put the phone down and enjoy nature, family,
and aquatic life. We feel as though our purpose
is to give a place for people to come together
and make precious memories. That is a sense
of purpose and a reward bigger than any other
career we could imagine.” 

Elim Village, British Columbia
Featured Certified Aquascape Contractors: Atlantis Water Gardens, atlantiswatergardens.com, Fontana Ponds & Water Features, fontanawaterfeatures.ca/,
Just Add Water, iowawaterscapes.com, The Pond Gnome, pondgnome.com
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DESIGN S H O W C A S E
The Changing of Seasons
When pulling into the curving drive that leads to the headquarters
of Aquascape, Inc., also known as Aqualand, it’s hard not to be
mesmerized by the “signature pond” that hugs the front of the building
with its stately floor-to-ceiling windows gracing the east side of the
wedge-shaped office and warehouse. The expansive windows create
the perfect viewing area of the glorious pond in all seasons; fall lends
its stroke of rich colors while winter sprinkles icicles and snowflakes
across the waterfalls and surface of the 250,000-gallon pond.
The north end of the pond features a 10-foot waterfall with a grotto
for behind-the-falls viewing. The water slows down as it traverses a
series of limestone steppingstones before flowing into the southern
section with hundreds of waterlilies that show their true beauty during
the summer months. Every day of the year provides a sight to behold at
Aquascape’s stunning signature pond.
Learn more about Aqualand at aquascapeinc.com/about-aqualand
24
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A WO R K P L AC E U TO P I A
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HOW TO AVOID

Winter Pond

PARANOIA

W

inter is a hard time for pond enthusiasts. You miss the
tropical paradise that your fish and waterlilies provide
during the summer months. As you stare at the snow and
ice outside, it’s easy to fall into winter pond paranoia. To
avoid that tragedy, arm yourself with a bit of knowledge
so you can relax and enjoy the upcoming holiday
season.
When you live in the northern part of the country,
you know that your pond will be covered by
a thick layer of ice for two to three months.
After a couple of days of not being able to
see your fish, you can’t help but wonder
what your finned friends are thinking and
doing under that ice. You know enough
to keep an open hole in the ice for gas
exchange, but it doesn’t provide you with
a window to see if they’re okay.

MYSTERY UNDER THE ICE
What’s really going on under that layer
of ice, anyway? Are your fish resting
comfortably? Are they right side up?
Are you the only pond owner who gets
freaked out by this disconnect from
your fish? Short of sticking your head
through the ice into the cold water, you
simply want reassurance that your fish
are okay.

28
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Truth be told, what’s going on under there may be a direct result of how, or even if, you did
anything to prepare your pond before the cold weather set in. A couple of different scenarios
could be unfolding, depending on what actions you took.
If the pond has an abundance of debris on the bottom, it’s likely that there is a fair amount of
parasite activity going on. Despite the cold water, parasites don’t sleep or become inactive.
Instead, they thrive and multiply, and continue to have a party in the muck and debris on the
bottom of your pond, unaffected by the low temperatures.
Eventually, the parasites will begin munching on your
fish, who will be oblivious to this until the temperature
begins to warm up. This is why you might see all
the flashing and jumping in the spring as your fish
attempt to dislodge the parasites. If the bottom of
your pond is relatively clean, your fish are more than
likely resting comfortably and peacefully.

STOP FEEDING
Another unwanted and potentially devastating scenario can easily be avoided if you know
when to stop feeding your fish. Follow our tried-and-true routine for cold weather fish care:
When the water temperature is steadily between 50- and
60-degrees Fahrenheit, feed your fish only once a day
with Aquascape Cold Water Fish Food (it’s low in
protein and easy to digest). When the temperature
drops below 50 degrees, stop feeding them
altogether.
Even if it warms up for a few days, don’t start feeding
them again. Any food that doesn’t get eliminated from
the fish’s system before their metabolism slows down
will putrefy and possibly kill them. Even if it doesn’t kill
them, the dying nitrifying bacteria in the filter won’t be able
to handle the waste load and will result in an ammonia spike
that could be lethal to your fish. In the spring you’ll be left
wondering what killed your
fish because you won’t see
any outward signs of illness.
It’s still early enough in the season to make preparations for
the coldest months ahead. Use a pond net to skim debris
and try to collect as many leaves and sticks off the bottom of
the pond as possible. You can also download our free Winter
Pond Care e-book for additional help and information. 
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OurTop
Picks for
HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING!
Under $100
Hands of the Artist coffee table book - $49.99
aquascapeinc.com/products/hands-of-the-artist

AquaGarden Tabletop Fountain Kit - $99.98

aquascapeinc.com/products/aquagarden-tabletop-fountain-kit

Under $150
Faux Driftwood - $109.98-$129.98

aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-driftwood

Faux Log Fish Cave - $119.98

aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-log-fish-cave

Aquatic Patio Pond Kit - $149.98

aquascapeinc.com/products/aquatic-patio-pond-kit

Under $200

3-Light Spotlight Kit - $189.98

aquascapeinc.com/products/led-pond-fountain-light-kits

AquaGarden Mini Pond Kit - $199.98

aquascapeinc.com/products/aquagarden-mini-pond-kit

Over $500
Small Stacked Slate Urn Fountain Kit - $769.98

aquascapeinc.com/products/small-stacked-slate-urn-fountain-kit

DIY Backyard Pond Kits - $1,299.98-$1,499.98
aquascapeinc.com/products/diy-backyard-pond-kits

Backyard Waterfall Landscape Fountain Kit - $1,399.98
aquascapeinc.com/products/backyard-waterfall-fountain-kit
30
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300 Watt Pond De-Icer
WINTER POND CARE

Made Easy!
During the frosty winter months, you can
either leave your pond running and enjoy its icy
beauty, or you can shut your water feature down
for the season. Whichever option you choose,
make sure your water feature and your fish
are prepared for Old Man Winter.

Controlled by a thermostat, the de-icer heats only
the water around it,
maintaining an opening in
the ice for the exchange
of gas.

Pond Aerator
Aeration used during cold winter months can keep
a hole open in the ice, increasing oxygen levels to
ensure healthy, happy
fish all winter long.
Aquascape offers a
variety of aerators to
accommodate the size
of your pond.

AquaForce®
Our AquaForce pump is a recirculating bubbler
pump designed to sit in the pond and oxygenate
the water. The flow from the pump will bubble at
the surface of the pond
and maintain an opening
in the ice. By keeping a
hole open in the ice,
you keep the water
oxygenated and also
allow the harmful gasses
to escape.

Pond Powerhead
The Pond Powerhead is an innovative, low-voltage
pump designed to create water movement and
eliminate stagnant areas in ponds and water
gardens. This pump does not require any pipe or
plumbing, simply set
the powerhead directly
in the pond. It can be
used during the winter
season to oxygenate
the water and keep a
hole in the ice.

Read our e-book, “Easy Winter Pond Care,”
for more tips on maintaining your pond during the winter season.
FA L L / WINTER 2022

Aqua sc a p e Lifestyles

a q u a sc apein c .c o m

31

AquaGarden Tabletop
Fountain Kit
Add a compact water garden to any indoor location. This complete kit
includes everything you need to get started, and its compact size makes
it great for offices, kitchens, and other indoor locations. Setup is quick
and easy; simply place in your ideal location, add the included media, fill
with water, and enjoy. If desired, a wide variety of plants can be added to
create your very own one-of-a-kind design.

VISIT
www.aquascapeinc.com/mini-ponds-products

TO LEARN MORE
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A TRULY

EPIC
PROJECT
B E A U T Y A N D C O N S E R V AT I O N
IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
By Laura Underhile

I

f you’re building a water
feature for a man who
runs a YouTube channel
titled “Epic Gardening,” you
need to create something that
deserves to be called “epic”
as well! When Kevin Espiritu
of Epic Gardening teamed up
with Aquascape’s Ed Beaulieu
to add an ecosystem pond and
rainwater retention system to
the back yard of Kevin’s home
near San Diego, everyone
working on the project
embraced the opportunity
to create a finished product
that is both beautiful and
sustainable.
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THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE PROJECT
Kevin Espiritu founded
Epic Gardening in 2013 as
a hobby project. He began
sharing his gardening
adventures online, and Epic
Gardening flourished into
a multi-platform gardening
education company with
the mission of helping
people grow their own
food. Epic Gardening has
built a community with
tens of millions of aspiring
gardeners across 100
countries. You can find Epic

Gardening on YouTube at
youtube.com/epicgardening.
Ed Beaulieu is Aquascape,
Inc.’s vice president of field
research and contractor
development. Ed has been
with Aquascape since
1993 and has designed
and built thousands of
water features around the
world. His background in
aquatic biology and love
for explaining the science
behind ponds, waterfalls,
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and the environment led
to him being dubbed
“The Pond Professor.” Ed
also loves designing and
has engineered many of
Aquascape’s most popular
products, including the
AquaBlox® Water Storage
Modules that were used in
Kevin’s project.
You can find Ed on
YouTube at youtube.com/
edthepondprofessor.
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GETTING STARTED
Kevin and Ed communicated
for about a year before
breaking ground on the
project.
Kevin initially reached out
to Aquascape after his friend
Shawna Coronado, an author,
blogger, and spokesperson
for organic gardening and
green living, told him about
Aquascape’s rainwater
capture abilities and
dedication to sustainability.

Ed sought inspiration from
the natural rock formations
in Southern California
while designing Kevin’s
water feature. Kevin’s
home already had multiple
water-conserving features,
so the pond was a natural
extension. His yard is home
to a rainwater capture system,
water from his shower runs
out to his orchard, and his
laundry water drains out to
the artichokes in his yard.
The only water that goes
into the septic system comes

Kevin knew he wanted a
water feature that would
help him conserve precious
rainwater as well as expand
the variety of plants that
could thrive on his property.
During their first phone
call, Kevin and Ed discussed
several project options, all
of which revolved around
rainwater capture and water
management practices. They
then added a pond on top of
the rainwater system.
Ed’s passion for water
conservation, biodiversity,
and sustainable design
made him the perfect fit
for Kevin’s project. Ed has
also worked on projects for
several of Kevin’s colleagues,
including Laura LeBoutillier,
the gardener behind Garden
Answer, a YouTube how-to
gardening vlog.
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natural balance of circulation,
filtration, plants, fish, and
rocks and gravel to ensure
sustainability.

THE INSTALLATION

from his sinks and toilet.
Ed’s goal was to take that
water conservation to the
next level as well as design a
water feature that embraced
Aquascape’s ecosystem
approach, which relies on a
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A sub-surface 3,000-gallon
reservoir was installed
beneath a permeable patio
“grill and chill” area. This
reservoir utilizes AquaBlox,
Aquascape’s modular system
made of recycled materials.
AquaBlox are designed to
maximize water storage
capacity, with each block
holding approximately 7.4
gallons of water per cubic
foot, about three times more
water storage capacity than
gravel.

“As Ed and his crew place the rocks
In Kevin’s yard, the stored water
is pumped to a BioFalls® filter
at the top of a waterfall. It then
cascades over a series of large
boulders, many of which were
purchased locally at Southwest
Boulder and Stone, before
entering the 20’ x 13’ ecosystem
pond. An additional 15,000
pounds of river rock and gravel
were also incorporated into the
water feature, as was natural
wood, creating a truly natural
and native appearance.

and the stones and the wood, there’s
a specific reason for every single one,
whether it be for the fish, for the birds,
for future plants, and it was fascinating
to see because you can see just how

”

much craftsmanship is there,
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Kevin said.

Aqua sc a p e Lifestyles

a q u a sc apein c .c o m

37

THE FINISHED PRODUCT
In addition to its beauty,
adding a water feature to
Kevin’s yard also increases
his gardening options. He
can plant aquatics, including
aquatic edibles, as well
as plants that would not
normally thrive in Southern
California. This is because
the border of the pond has
its own microclimate with
slightly higher humidity,
a cooler temperature, and
moister soil.
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Once the water feature was in
place, Kevin was excited to
start adding aquatic plants,
including fiberoptic rush,
water lilies, calla lilies, taro,
water lettuce, dwarf papyrus,
yellow snowflake water fringe,
dwarf red leaf, and water
hawthorn.
“The final piece was the
addition of fish to increase the
nutrient value of the water
for his garden and provide a
supplemental food source,” Ed
noted. Kevin chose koi, which
are thriving in the pond.

The fish waste and dissolved
nutrients in the pond’s water
enrich Kevin’s garden water.
“The koi and pond are
exploding! We've added a
few more butterfly koi to the
pond, which have really taken
to the environment,” Kevin
said. “I see them swimming
around near the pond edges,
eating algae and other bits of
food often. They seem quite
happy and at peace in the
environment. We've also had
a few algal blooms that have
resolved themselves well,
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leaving the pond clear, with
plants growing fruitfully. It's
looking extremely natural and
gorgeous.”
He has also seen more animals
and beneficial insects visiting
the area. “I’ve seen more bird
and insect life than I ever
have before, both new species
and increased population of
prior existing species,” Kevin
said. “Hummingbird life, in
particular, is thriving. I love
sitting at the pond patio and
just admiring all of the life it’s
brought into the yard.”
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FUTURE PLANS
Now that his pond project is
complete, Kevin has started
thinking about other projects
for his yard. “We discussed
multiple projects at his
property because we both
know that you can’t just have
one water feature!” joked Ed.
“Smaller-scale sustainable
features are at the top of the
list.”
“Greg [Wittstock] mentioned
that right now I have a
‘Cadillac in a junkyard’—and
he’s right!” Kevin said. “We
need marginals planted, and
a nice backdrop for the pond.
I’m also considering a pergola
around the patio area, which
has the buried reservoir
underneath.” 

RELIVE THE JOURNEY
Both Kevin and Ed documented bringing the water feature from conception to completion on
their YouTube channels. Visit the links below to follow along on the journey.
ED THE POND PROFESSOR www.youtube.com/EdThePondProfessor
Part One, “Epic Plan for Epic Gardening”: www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIlWMZIT1qE
Part Two, “Water Storage”: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Si_hVjT0Ifw
Part Three, “Epic Rocks”: www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNnK-_cxiNA
Part Four, “Epic Build”: www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9hLSpoPnjY
“Epic Reveal”: www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSU8h8jgwKo
EPIC GARDENING www.youtube.com/EpicGardening
“Building a 2000+ Gallon Garden Pond!”: www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNFofvXbpTE
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Why is rainwater
capture so important?
In an arid environment like Southern
California, where the rainy season is
short, capturing rainwater is important
from a sustainability standpoint.
Additionally, when water falls on to
the surfaces that we live and work
in, it picks up pollutants, including
hydrocarbons, herbicides, pesticides,
fertilizers, and heavy metals. This
polluted water then gets washed into
storm sewers or directly into receiving
water bodies like oceans, lakes, rivers,
and streams, where the pollutants
can potentially cause problems. For
those reasons, capturing precious
rainwater before it becomes runoff can
help prevent problems in and around
aquatic zones.

DID YOU
KNOW?

w

Hands of the Artist
When it comes to building work-of-art, one-of-a-kind,
custom creations, we don’t create with canvas, acrylics,
or a paint brush. We use rock, gravel, and water as our
media.
Aquascape is pleased to introduce Hands of the Artist
– a full-color, hardcover coffee table book featuring
stunning, hand-created Aquascape water features that
are brought to you by Aquascape and our talented TRIBE
of Certified Aquascape Contractors.
A work of art unto its own, Hands of the Artist won’t
disappoint. Page-by-page and build-by-build, you’ll be
mesmerized by the stunning artistry of our work. Hands
of the Artist will be a treasured and timeless keepsake for
you and those who enjoy Living the Aquascape Lifestyle®.

Hands of the Artist
Order yours today!
Makes a perfect
Christmas gift.

1 inch of
rainfall on a
2,000 sq. ft.
roof

1,250

Gallons of
Water

Availability of Hands of the Artist books will be limited,
and future print runs are NOT guaranteed!
FA L L / WINTER 2022
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Dive into Our Social Pond
Connect with us on social media
and start Living the Aquqascape Lifestyle® today!

Dive into our social pond and be inspired with exclusive content you'll find while swimming with us on
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest, and more. We connect people to water the way nature intended,
and social media is an awesome way for us to create an online community of water feature lovers like you!
Aquascape provides a variety of channels that focus on various aspects of water gardening, from design and
construction of ponds and waterfalls to stories of people who are loving and Living the Aquascape Lifestyle®.
Check out our channels below and follow along!

Aquascape, Inc.
This is where your virtual water gardening journey begins! If you’re looking for a mix of water gardening inspiration
and education, you’ve hopped onto the right lily pad. Follow us on Facebook for shared stories, breathtaking
photos, inspiring videos, contests, and more! Re-pin your favorite images and get motivated by our best ideas on
Pinterest. We bring the world’s most beautiful backyards straight to your Instagram feed. Get tips from our pond
pros on YouTube and see the latest in pond products and offerings. If you like your water feature inspiration quick
and short, then Twitter is the place to be. And finally, if you’re looking for a new job or career, we share our latest
opportunities for you on LinkedIn.

ed

The Pond
Professor
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Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy

TEAM Aquascape

Ed The Pond Professor

Join our fearless founder on his many
journeys around the world to discover
gorgeous water features and the stories
behind the people who create and enjoy
them. His passion for ponds takes him
on adventures from Australia to the U.K.
and beyond. Not to mention, you’ll enjoy
his escapades swimming with all sorts
of fish and koi, his eternal hunt for turtles
(his favorite), and encounters with other
reptiles and animals like beavers and
koala bears. Did we mention his personal
achievement of setting a world record for
underwater bench pressing? If it involves
water, you’ll be sure to find The Pond
Guy there – and he’d love you to join him
on his fun adventures.

You might think the process of digging
dirt and hauling and stacking rocks
isn’t too exciting but think again! Brian
and Chris have a way of sharing pond,
waterfall, and fountain construction
techniques that will leave you wanting to
don your steel-toed boots to become a
bona fide pond builder! Their antics are
entertaining, their banter is humorous,
and their knowledge is undeniable. Get
all the latest dirt and pond construction
tips from the best TEAM ever - and have
fun while doing it!

If science is your thing, you don’t
want to miss the opportunity to get
inside Ed’s head! An expert limnologist
(that’s a person who studies bodies
of fresh water, by the way), Ed shares
the why, what, how, and then some,
on the science behind pond ecology
and construction. From massive water
features in South America to the life of
tiny plankton and algae in ponds, Ed
shares his expertise in a way that will
leave you mesmerized and thirsting
for more.
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Shop our Pond Product Catalog
Take a walk through the Aquascape Water Features Product catalog to get a scope
of all the pond supplies and products that we offer. From water treatments and fish
food, pond maintenance items and over 100 must-have decorative water features
to choose from.

Aquascape Water Features
Product Catalog
Scan the QR below and
browse our product catalog!
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Pond to Pondless® Waterfall Transformation

Owners of a 15-year-old pond were anxious for
a fresh new look in their backyard. Since they
had no interest in fish, they opted to replace their
pond with a refreshing new Pondless Waterfall.
After finding Craig McBride of All Aquatics,
located in the northern Texas region, they
contracted him to create the country garden of
their dreams with a mugo pine, weeping junipers,
and a lions head maple tree.
It took one day for Craig and his crew to remove
the existing pond and four days to create the
new 14-foot-long waterfall using Oklahoma
moss rock and fresh plantings. Lights were
added to the water feature so the owners could
enjoy it during evening hours and do plenty of
entertaining from the patio bar.

Get ready to love your backyard when you add a splash

Use our ONLINE LOCATOR to find a Certified Aquascape Contractor® near you an
44
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h of water to your landscape.

nd start planning your dream yard today!
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Adopt the pace of nature: her secret is patience.
- ralph waldo emerson -
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Aquascape makes it easy for you to learn about ponds
and water features using your smartphone, tablet, or
desktop computer. Visit the POND EBOOKS PAGE on
our website and enjoy our current FREE offering of short,
informative e-books based on a variety of topics!

Visit our

D I G I TA L L I B R A R Y
aquascapeinc.com/pond-ebooks

Keep Your Koi Healthy
Top 10 Tips

How To Keep Pond Water
Clean & Healthy

Simple Soloutions Water Treatment
For Ponds, Waterfalls, and Fountains

Easy Pond-Keeping
During The Fall Season

The Other Pond Fish
Beyond Koi

Easy Winter
Pond Care

Our DIGITAL LIBRARY will continue to grow, so check back often to find favorite water gardening reading material.
FA L L / WINTER 2022
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Pondside Monthly E-Newsletter
Sign up for Pondside Monthly, our free e-newsletter that’s filled with great
information and tips to help you along your water gardening journey. From fish
to plants to general maintenance, you’ll learn everything you need to know to
keep your water feature healthy and beautiful all year long!

SUBSCRIBE

Find a Store or a Pond Builder

Want to Create Your Own
Water Feature?

Prefer to Hire a
Professional Pond Builder?

Retailers who sell Aquascape products are located across
the United States and Canada, with a few retailers located
overseas. Find one near you or enjoy the convenience of
shopping online.

Aquascape has a network of Certified Aquascape
Contractors® who are trained in the latest construction
techniques and who receive good customer reviews. Use
our online locator to find a certified installer near you.

Find Pond Supplies

Find a Pond Pro

Aquascape, Inc.
The leading manufacturer of water gardens,
water features, and ecosystem ponds in
North America. We connect people to water
the way nature intended.
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