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C R E A T I N G

ZEN
I N  Y O U R  B A C K Y A R D

Finally! Spring has sprung and just like you, I’m anxious to clean out the pond and get back to 
enjoying the waterlilies and koi, not to mention the chorus of frogs that can always be heard 
this time of year.

Speaking of waterlilies, I’m super excited about the new tropical waterlily display we built at 
Aqualand, the corporate headquarters of Aquascape. We built the formal waterlily pond last fall 
and soon it will be filled with a stunning display of colorful, tropical waterlilies. If you live in the 
Chicago area or are visiting soon, be sure to stop by and see the amazing display this summer. 
And don’t forget to bring your camera!

In the meantime, flip through the pages of our spring/summer issue of Aquascape Lifestyles for 
inspiration and education as you get ready for another pond season. If you’re cleaning your pond 
soon, read our tips for reducing the possibility of fish loss. A pond cleanout can be stressful for 
your finned friends, and you want to make sure you treat them with a little TLC.

If you love fish but don’t have a pond yet, invest in an Aquascape DIY pond kit and transform 
your yard into a watery wonderland. See the article on page 35 to get started. And once your 
pond is installed, read From Barren to Beautiful on page 8 for a list of fast-growing plants that 
will add color and texture to your water feature. Once you’re ready to add fish to your new (or 
existing) pond, check out 10 Tips for Choosing Healthy Fish on page 32. You’ll also find a feature 
about Hariwake koi on page 26. You might want to add this charmer to your water garden. 

Spring and summer are favorite times of the year for passionate water gardeners like you and 
me! Starting the day by the pond with a cup of coffee in hand immediately puts you in a state 
of Zen, ready to face whatever life has in store for you. I hope this year brings you peace and 
contentment as you enjoy Living the Aquascape Lifestyle®!

             Happy Pondering!

Founder and CEO of Aquascape

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.facebook.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.twitter.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.instagram.com/aquascape_inc
https://www.pinterest.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.youtube.com/aquascape4
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Are you looking to add the wow factor to your landscape? Look no further than our 
Aquascape Lifestyle catalog. Flip through 36 pages of inspirational backyard ideas that improve the 

value and aesthetic of your home with a splash of beauty.

From a simple Fire Fountain to an Aquascape ecosystem pond and everything in-between, 
you’re sure to find the perfect water feature to enhance your outdoor living space. We even include 

architectural renderings to make it easy to plan your landscape project.

View Catalog

LIVING THE

®

Inspiration Guide

6

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/lifestyles-inspiration/2022-inspiration-guide/


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 7

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com8 SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com8

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 9SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 9

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com10 SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com10

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 11

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com12

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 13

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com14

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 15

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com16 SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com16

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 17

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com18

Did you know that water is the 
most abundant element on earth? 
Approximately 70% of our planet’s surface is 
water. And water is the only substance on earth that 
naturally occurs in a solid, liquid, and gas form.

At some point during your childhood school days, 
you learned that the chemical formula 
for water is H2O (yes, water is a 
chemical). Each water molecule is made of two 
hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom. The atoms are 
joined by what’s called covalent bonding, meaning 
that the atoms share electrons.

What You Should Know About 

OXYGEN 
IN YOUR POND

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
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How Does It Get There?
Did you also know that the O in H2O isn’t 
the only oxygen present in your pond? 
Oxygen in your water garden comes from 
several different sources, which is a good 
thing since the oxygen found in water isn’t 
enough to sustain life in the pond. The most 
common source of oxygen in your pond 
occurs when oxygen is absorbed from the 
atmosphere into the water. Agitation at the 
surface of the pond, such as the splashing 
of a waterfall, increases the absorption of 
oxygen into the water due to the expanded 
surface area created.

Another way that oxygen gets into the 
water is through aquatic plants, but 
unfortunately, you can’t rely on them to do 
all the work. Plants with submerged foliage 
can produce massive amounts of oxygen. 

When the sun shines on your plants, they 
use carbon dioxide and produce oxygen. 
But plants don’t do a lot of growing during 
the day, so they store that energy. They 
grow at night, producing carbon dioxide 
and consuming some of that oxygen they 
produced during the day.

Oxygen in the water is used by both 
animals and plants for respiration, which 
is key to growth and survival. Oxygen is 
even used by bacteria to help break down 
dead plant material. So how much oxygen is 
needed by your fish to survive? Minimum 
levels should be at 5 parts per million 
(ppm), allowing the fish to live a few days. 
Levels of 8 ppm are more desirable, with 
levels of 11 to 14 ppm being ideal. If you 
want to keep fish, you need to provide a 
suitable oxygen level for them to thrive. 
Fortunately, this is very easy to do.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com


Keep It Cool
Pond owners in colder climates have 
a bit of an oxygen edge over southern 
water gardeners. Water under 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit dissolves (or carries) more 
oxygen. Therefore, it’s a good idea to add an 
aerator to your pond during the dog days of 
summer.

In addition to heat, plants and an 
abundance of fish will reduce oxygen levels. 
So be careful not to overstock your pond. 
A good rule of thumb to follow is no more 
than 10 inches of fish per 100 gallons of 
water. Another oxygen glutton is beneficial 
bacteria which have voracious metabolisms 
when it comes to consuming oxygen. 
Your pond’s bacterial flora consumes more 
oxygen than your fish ever could. So 
basically, the things you want most in your 
pond (fish, plants, and beneficial bacteria) 
are the things that consume the most 
oxygen!

Less common ways that may cause dissolved 
oxygen levels to fall include decaying algae, 

treating the pond with chemicals, and the 
depth of your pond.  Algae eats up oxygen 
as it rots away, consuming massive amounts. 
The use of certain chemicals can consume a 
lot of oxygen, so if you do use them, be sure 
to agitate the water during treatment. Also, 
the depth of your pond plays a role in the 
available oxygen in the pond. Ponds over 
five feet deep, for example, will have low 
dissolved oxygen levels at the bottom.

Too Much of a Good Thing?
You might wonder if it’s possible to have 
too much oxygen in your pond. Fortunately, 
the level of oxygen in an ecosystem pond is 
usually at a decent level if there is sufficient 
movement. A waterfall is generally adequate 
to give a residential pond enough oxygen. 
The exception might be during the hottest 
months of the year. An aerator can be added 
to the pond to provide additional oxygen 
for your fish during summer. There’s no 
need to test your pond for oxygen levels. If 
your fish appear to be gasping for air at the 
water’s surface, it’s usually a sign that they 
need a little more oxygen.

20 SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-aerators
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-aerators
https://www.aquascapeinc.com


SPRING /  SUMMER 2022    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 21

Read our e-book, “How to Keep Pond Water Clean and Healthy.”

C O N T R O L  A N D  E L I M I N A T E 

Algae!

EcoBlast™ Contact 
Granular Algaecide

Aquascape EcoBlast Contact Granular Algaecide 
eliminates unsightly string algae and debris from 
waterfalls, fountains, streams, and rocks on 
contact. Simply sprinkle the treatment directly on 
the affected area and watch the algae disappear.

A bit of algae is good for your pond, but when 
it gets out of control, you might want to take 

measures to manage or eliminate it. Aquascape 
offers three easy-to-use products to help control 

and combat the algae in your water feature.

IonGen™ System G2
The IonGen™ System G2 effectively removes 
string algae without the use of traditional liquid 
chemicals. Designed with a microporcessor that 
sends a signal to its ion-producing probe, the 
IonGen™ helps to control string algae throughout 
the entire water feature.

Algaecide
Our Algaecide is a liquid pond algae control 
product that quickly and efficiently combats algae 
and stops algae growth in ponds, waterfalls, 
and fountains. Algaecide keeps water clear and 
greatly reduces pond and fountain maintenance. 
Aquascape Algaecide controls string algae growth 
as well as single-celled floating algae, also known 
as green water.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/pond-water/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/ecoblast
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/ecoblast
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/ecoblast
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/iongen-system-g2-us
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/iongen-system-g2-us
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/algaecide
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/algaecide
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Meet Weston Zimmerman, who built his first pond at the tender age of six. Rather than 
watch cartoons like most kids his age, Weston preferred to be out in nature. At 10 years 
of age, he started working at his dad’s landscaping business and then moved on to 

Tussey Landscaping in Hollidaysburg Pennsylvania, when he turned 16. Eager to learn, Weston was 
especially drawn to water features and found his passion and niche in life. He’s been designing 
and installing ponds, waterfalls, and fountains ever since. “Time fades when you’re near water,” 
says Weston. “It’s calming and therapeutic.” Weston’s appreciation for God’s natural creations and 
his own quest to replicate it to the best of his ability earned him the title of Aquascape Artist of 
the Year in 2017.

Learn more about Weston at https://www.tusseylandscaping.com/ 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.tusseylandscaping.com/
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Fun Fact 
Koi are symbols of 
love and friendship in 
Japan.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
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VISIT US to meet them

Want to see koi in person and impress your 
friends with your new knowledge? Visit 

the Aquascape Pond Shop and Inspiration 
Center! Our Pond Fish Experience features a 
large viewing deck and window that allow you 
to observe our selection of Japanese koi, hand-
selected by Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy 
during a trip to Japan. You’ll also find domestic 
koi (like the Hariwake) as well as other pond fish 
like golden orfes and goldfish.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeconstruction.com/water-gardening-store
https://www.aquascapeconstruction.com/water-gardening-store
https://www.aquascapeconstruction.com/pond-fish-experience
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzQQn4s4E3I
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FAUX DRIFTWOOD
When you want to add a realistic element to your pond or 
need to hide a skimmer edge or waterfall filter, choose one 
of our Faux Driftwood pieces. The heavy-duty polyresin 
construction has the look of real wood but can withstand 
the elements for years. Available in 30” and 35”.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-driftwood
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-driftwood
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VISIT 
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/decorative-accessories

TO LEARN MORE

FAUX LOG FISH CAVE
Need to create a safe haven for your fish? Add a Faux Log 
Fish Cave to your pond for your finned friends to hide in 
when predators come calling. The cave provides easy access 
for fish and its realistic wood finish adds a natural-looking 
element to your pond. Add to existing ponds, new ponds, or 
use as a decorative accent in the garden.

Faux Wood Pond 
Enhancements

I N S P I R A T I O N

FAUX OAK STUMP COVER
The Faux Oak Stump Cover is the ideal solution to 
covering unsightly landscape components, including 
electrical outlets, power cords, transformers, Automatic 
Dosing Systems, pond supplies, and more. Many 
landscape covers, such as fake rocks, can look un-
natural, cheap, and out of place. The Faux Oak Stump 
Cover provides an extremely realistic oak appearance that 
looks great in any setting. You can also use it as a seat or 
decorative garden accent.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/decorative-accessories
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-log-fish-cave
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-log-fish-cave
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-log-fish-cave
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-oak-stump-cover
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-oak-stump-cover
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/automatic-dosing-system
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/automatic-dosing-system
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Spring and summer are fish-buying season for pond 
owners, and you want to make sure you purchase healthy fish void of any 
disease. Here’s a handy checklist of what to look for when choosing new fish.

A stout, upright 
dorsal fin.

Clear, bright eyes.

Avoid small, lethargic 
fish that don't swim 

with the group.

No flashing fish. 
Flashing is when a 

fish swims erratically 
to scratch its side on 
any surfaces of the 
pond or container. 
This is a sign of a 

parasitic infection.

No visible spots, 
sores, or wounds.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
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Understand that 
price does not dictate 

quality.

The area where 
fish are sold should 

be well-kept and 
maintained.

Look for an educated 
and knowledgeable 

employee to help you 
with your purchase.

Ask about quarantine 
to ensure that the 

fish you are buying is 
healthy and without 

disease.

Don't buy a fish 
that has been in 
the same tank as 

fish exhibiting odd 
behavior.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
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The Aquascape approach to backyard pond 
kits is to create a complete low-maintenance 
system that works with Mother Nature to 
provide food, shelter, and safety to the wildlife 
around it. We make it easy for you to do it 
yourself by including pond kit components 
that work well together and complement the 
addition of rocks, gravel, fish, and plants. Each 
kit comes with a pond pump, a pond filtration 
system, liner and underlayment, plumbing, and 
an installation kit. Just add rocks and water!

Transform your dreams into backyard 
reality with an Aquascape DIY Pond Kit.

Three sizes are available to fit your space and budget

 4'x6', 6'x8' & 8'x11' - OUR BEST SELLER!

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/diy-backyard-pond-kits
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     Paradise
Found:

How to Install a DIY Pond Kit

Even the most passionate DIY-er might find the idea of 
installing a pond intimidating. Fear not: we’re here to tell you 
that with the right guidance and materials, you can have the 

pond of your dreams – and the satisfaction of knowing 

you built it yourself. 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
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STEPS 1-4:
SET the stage

Get started by marking the pond area. Use your 
garden hose to outline your pond’s desired shape, 
then outline the area with marking paint (STEP 1). 
Once you have the pond outlined, place the BioFalls 

filter and skimmer at opposite ends of the pond (STEP 2). The BioFalls 
should be placed in an area where it can be viewed from multiple angles 
since it creates your waterfall. We recommend positioning the skimmer 
box on the opposite side to create proper water flow through the pond. 
Now that you have those pieces in place, it’s time to lay out pipe from 

the BioFalls around the pond area to the 
skimmer (STEP 3). Once that’s done, connect 
the pipe to your BioFalls filter using adapters, 
primer, and glue (STEP 4). 

You can take the guesswork out of calculations and buying individual components 
by purchasing an Aquascape DIY Backyard Pond Kit. The kits come complete with 
everything you need to build a beautiful ecosystem pond in any space. Aquascape 

offers three kits to install the perfect pond for your space: 4’x6’, 6’x8’, and 8’x11’.

Ready to get started? Our team of subject matter experts has put 
together a list of 20 steps to help you install a low-
maintenance ecosystem pond that works with Mother 
Nature to provide food, shelter, and safety to the 
wildlife in and around it. 

1

2

3 4

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/biofalls-filters
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/biofalls-filters
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-skimmers
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/diy-backyard-pond-kits
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STEPS 5-6:
Time to dig

Now you’re ready to excavate (STEP 5). As a 
general rule, your pond should be at least two 
feet deep in the center. Get started by digging 
down around 8” to create a shelf, then another 
8” to create a second shelf. Finally, dig down 
an additional 8” to the bottom of the pond. You’ll also need to make sure to excavate an 

area for your skimmer. After the pond is excavated, 
install the liner and underlayment (STEP 6). Place 
the underlayment throughout the pond and work 
it down into the area you just excavated, then 
place the liner over the underlayment. You’ll want 
to work it down and remove as many folds and 
wrinkles as possible. 

STEPS 7-9:
KEY PIECES move into place

Now that you have the pond excavated and lined, it’s time to hook up the skimmer 
(STEP 7). Attach the liner to the skimmer using the faceplate, then install the pump 
and connect it to the pipe. Once the pump is installed, you can start adding rock in 
the pond, working from the bottom of the pond to the top (STEP 8). Once the rocks 
are in place, position the underwater lights (STEP 9). Doing this before adding the 
gravel makes it much easier to hide light cords. 

6

5

7 8 9

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
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STEPS 10-11:
ADD water

When you're finished placing the rocks, rinse them down 
to remove any dirt and debris (STEP 10). Be sure to run 
a cleanout pump during this process to remove the dirty 
water. Next, it’s time to fill the pond (STEP 11). While it 
fills, start working on building the waterfall area.

STEPS 12-15:
BUILD the waterfall

Position rocks to build the waterfall 
and stream (STEP 12). Once you are 
happy with your design, bring in topsoil 
to surround the BioFalls and create a 
natural-looking berm (STEP 13). Topsoil 
generated from excavating the pond is 
often not enough, and additional topsoil 
can help level off the berm and create a 
more gradual slope. Next, use rocks to 
build the retaining wall around the pond 
(STEP 14). Once the waterfall is up and 
running, make any adjustments that you 
see fit to achieve your desired look and 
sound (STEP 15). 

Watch our waterfall-building video 
for detailed instructions.

10

12

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/cleanout-pump
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MPKd2tlvmk
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STEPS 16-20:
THE FINAL touches

Now is the time to trim your liner 
(STEP 16). Make sure that you don’t do 
this until the pond’s water is up to its 
fullest level. Trimming too soon could 
make the liner too short and cause leaks. 
Next, it’s time to add mulch to the berm 
and add any desired plants or decorative 
elements (STEP 17). Once this is done, 
clean up your materials (STEP 18), 
explore the Welcome Kit that came with 
your pond kit (STEP 19), and enjoy 
your new pond (STEP 20)! Be sure to 
give yourself a round of applause for 
creating something amazing with your 
own hands, too!

Another bonus to installing your own pond? 
Contractors book out far in advance, so doing it yourself 

allows you to get it in the ground sooner! 

For additional help and tips, watch our DIY pond 
building video.

16

17

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vT9w9vXZNOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vT9w9vXZNOw
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MISTAKES to avoid
One of the benefits of our team’s years of 
experience? They know what not to do when 
installing a pond! Make sure that none of these 
factors derail your pond installation.

1. POOR LOCATION: don’t install the pond in 
an unused area of your property or in a low 
spot that collects water

2. UNDERESTIMATING LABOR: while ponds are 
a great DIY project, they do involve a lot of 
physical work

3. CREATING STEEP SIDES: digging a deep pit 
with no provisions for shallow areas can 
lead to an unstable pond

4. TOO SHALLOW: if your pond isn’t deep 
enough, fish won’t be able to over-winter in 
cold areas or stay cool in warmer areas

5. LACK OF LEDGES: adding shelves to the 
pond creates stability and a place for plants 
that prefer shallower water

6. IMPROPER USE OF ROCK AND STONE: a 
typical water feature will use several tons 
of stone; using less (or only using small, 
manageable stones) can result in the pond 
falling short in structure and aesthetic

7. LACK OF PROPER FILTRATION: filtration is 
key to a low-maintenance ecosystem pond 
and should not be overlooked 

8. POOR ACCESS: before you get started, make 
sure you have a plan for getting in and out 
of the property and identify areas to place 
dirt, rock, and gravel

9. IMPROPER BERM SIZE FOR WATERFALLS: 
if the mounded or bermed area for the 
waterfall is too small or too steep, the 
waterfall will look out of place and more 
like a volcano than a waterfall
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We Need You!

GET INVOLVED
aquascapefoundation.org

HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS
of people suffer needlessly from a lack of

access to clean, safe water.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapefoundation.org
https://www.aquascapefoundation.org/
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Dive into our social pond and be inspired with exclusive content you'll find while swimming with us on 
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest, and more. We connect people to water the way nature intended, 
and social media is an awesome way for us to create an online community of water feature lovers like you!

Aquascape provides a variety of channels that focus on various aspects of water gardening, from design and 
construction of ponds and waterfalls to stories of people who are loving and Living the Aquascape Lifestyle®. 

Check out our channels below and follow along!

Dive into Our Social Pond
Connect with us on social media
and start Living the Aquqascape Lifestyle® today!

Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy

Join our fearless founder on his many 
journeys around the world to discover 

gorgeous water features and the stories 
behind the people who create and enjoy 
them. His passion for ponds takes him 

on adventures from Australia to the U.K. 
and beyond. Not to mention, you’ll enjoy 
his escapades swimming with all sorts 

of fish and koi, his eternal hunt for turtles 
(his favorite), and encounters with other 

reptiles and animals like beavers and 
koala bears. Did we mention his personal 
achievement of setting a world record for 
underwater bench pressing? If it involves 

water, you’ll be sure to find The Pond 
Guy there – and he’d love you to join him 

on his fun adventures.

Aquascape, Inc.

This is where your virtual water gardening journey begins! If you’re looking for a mix of water gardening inspiration 
and education, you’ve hopped onto the right lily pad. Follow us on Facebook for shared stories, breathtaking 

photos, inspiring videos, contests, and more! Re-pin your favorite images and get motivated by our best ideas on 
Pinterest. We bring the world’s most beautiful backyards straight to your Instagram feed. Get tips from our pond 
pros on YouTube and see the latest in pond products and offerings. If you like your water feature inspiration quick 
and short, then Twitter is the place to be. And finally, if you’re looking for a new job or career, we share our latest 

opportunities for you on LinkedIn.

TEAM Aquascape

You might think the process of digging 
dirt and hauling and stacking rocks 

isn’t too exciting but think again! Brian 
and Chris have a way of sharing pond, 

waterfall, and fountain construction 
techniques that will leave you wanting to 
don your steel-toed boots to become a 
bona fide pond builder! Their antics are 
entertaining, their banter is humorous, 
and their knowledge is undeniable. Get 
all the latest dirt and pond construction 

tips from the best TEAM ever - and have 
fun while doing it!

Ed The Pond Professor

If science is your thing, you don’t 
want to miss the opportunity to get 

inside Ed’s head! An expert limnologist 
(that’s a person who studies bodies 

of fresh water, by the way), Ed shares 
the why, what, how, and then some, 
on the science behind pond ecology 

and construction. From massive water 
features in South America to the life of 
tiny plankton and algae in ponds, Ed 
shares his expertise in a way that will 
leave you mesmerized and thirsting 

for more.

The Pond
Professored

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aquascape-inc
https://www.pinterest.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.facebook.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.instagram.com/aquascape_inc
https://www.twitter.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.youtube.com/aquascape4
https://www.facebook.com/GregWittstockThePondGuy
https://www.youtube.com/gregwittstockthepondguy
https://www.instagram.com/gregwittstockthepondguy/
https://www.facebook.com/teamaquascapeconstruction
https://www.youtube.com/TEAMaquascape
https://www.instagram.com/team_aquascape/
https://www.facebook.com/EdThePondProfessor
https://www.youtube.com/edthepondprofessor
https://www.instagram.com/edthepondprofessor/
https://www.tiktok.com/@aquascape_inc
https://www.tiktok.com/@gregwittstockthepondguy
https://www.tiktok.com/@team_aquascape
https://www.tiktok.com/@edthepondprofessor
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Spring is a happy and 
exciting time for water 
gardeners. You’re so excited 
for the season to begin that 
you don’t even mind cleaning 
the pond yourself. In fact, 
you relish it.  Anything to 
interact with your pond is a 
welcome activity!

You drain the pond, carefully 
transport the koi to a 
temporary location, wash the 
rocks, check the pump, and 
clean the filters. Once the 
dirty work is done, you refill 
the pond, add appropriate 
water treatments, and 
carefully return the fish to 
their home. All looks good 
and you can’t wait until it’s 
warm enough to feed the fish 
and plant waterlilies.

Keep in mind that being 
transferred from the pond 
to a holding tank and back 
again proves stressful for 
your finned friends. They 
need all the TLC they can 
get after their home has been 

disrupted and scrubbed clean. 
The last thing you want to see 
after a pond cleanout is sick 
fish, or worse yet, dead ones. 

Fortunately, we have a list 
of tips you can follow to 
ensure your fish are handled 
as gently as possible and will 
have a great start to the pond 
season

• Stop feeding fish one week 
prior to cleaning your 
pond.

• Use a pond cleanout pump 
to transfer existing pond 
water to a holding tank 
where you’ll house the fish 
when cleaning the pond.

• When transferring fish from 
the pond to a holding tank, 
use a container as opposed 
to a net so that the fish 
remains in water during 
transport.

• Place an aerator in the 
temporary holding tank 
that will house the fish.

• In addition to an aerator, 
use a Submersible Pond 
Filter in the fish-holding 
tank.

• Place a net over the 
temporary holding tank to 
keep the fish from jumping 
out.

• Check expiration date of 
all water treatments before 
adding them to your pond.

• If you have an Automatic 
Dosing System, use a 
Protect for Ponds treatment 
bag for the first month to 
help de-stress your fish and 
neutralize the water.

• If you don’t have an 
Automatic Dosing System, 
you can use the pump-top 
bottle version of Protect for 
Ponds.

If you prefer to have a 
professional clean your pond, 
find a Certified Aquascape 
Contractor® in your area to 
make sure the job is done 
right.

HOW TO AVOID 

FISH 
LOSS 
DURING POND CLEANOUTS

See our eBooks that will help you 
maintain a naturally balanced 

pond that’s healthy for your fish:

How to Keep Pond Water 
Clean and Healthy



Simple Solutions Water Treatments


Keep Your Koi Healthy

“Learn How to Perform a Spring Cleanout”  
aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/maintenance-and-care/give-your-pond-a-spring-cleaning 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-aerators
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/submersible-pond-filter
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/submersible-pond-filter
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-water-treatments
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/automatic-dosing-system
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/automatic-dosing-system
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/automatic-dosing-system-pond-treatments
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/protect-for-ponds
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/protect-for-ponds
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/pond-water/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/pond-water/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/water-treatments/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/koi-health/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/maintenance-and-care/give-your-pond-a-spring-cleaning
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A suburban Chicago homeowner 
decided to add a pond and waterfall 
next to their backyard patio, even 
though their lot bordered a retention 
pond. Their boring expanse of grass 
was transformed into a beautiful oasis 
that the couple now enjoys with their 
young daughter who spends hours 
outside by the pond. The pond and 
patio are a destination location for 
the young family who spends time 
entertaining, dining, and relaxing by 
their “peace” of paradise.

tRansformatioN
Building a home in a new subdivision often means 

the landscaping is barren and boring.

Get ready to love your backyard when you add a splash of water to your landscape. 
Use our ONLINE LOCATOR to find a Certified Aquascape Contractor® near you and start planning your dream yard today!

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
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Get ready to love your backyard when you add a splash of water to your landscape. 
Use our ONLINE LOCATOR to find a Certified Aquascape Contractor® near you and start planning your dream yard today!

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
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Aquascape makes it easy for you to learn about ponds 
and water features using your smartphone, tablet, or 

desktop computer. Visit the POND EBOOKS PAGE on 
our website and enjoy our current FREE offering of short, 

informative e-books based on a variety of topics! 

Our DIGITAL LIBRARY will continue to grow, so check back often to find favorite water gardening reading material.

V i s i t  o u r

D I G I TA L L I B R A RY
a q u a s c a p e i n c . c o m /p o n d - e b o o k s

How To Keep Pond Water 
Clean & Healthy

Simple Soloutions Water Treatment 
For Ponds, Waterfalls, and Fountains

Easy Pond-Keeping 
During The Fall Season

The Other Pond Fish 
Beyond Koi

Easy Winter 
Pond Care

Keep Your Koi Healthy 
Top 10 Tips

https://www.aquascapeinc.com
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-ebooks
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-ebooks
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-ebooks
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/fall-care/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/pond-fish/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/pond-water/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/water-treatments/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/winter-care/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/koi-health/


Pondside Monthly E-Newsletter
Sign up for Pondside Monthly, our free e-newsletter that’s filled with great 
information and tips to help you along your water gardening journey. From fish 
to plants to general maintenance, you’ll learn everything you need to know to 
keep your water feature healthy and beautiful all year long!

SUBSCRIBE

©2022 Aquascape, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Aquascape, Inc.

The leading manufacturer of water gardens, 
water features, and ecosystem ponds in 
North America. We connect people to water 
the way nature intended.

Publisher  
Greg Wittstock

Editor-in-Chief 
Jennifer Zuri

Art Director 
Lori Jansen

Find a Store or a Pond Builder

Prefer to Hire a 
Professional Pond Builder?

Aquascape has a network of Certified Aquascape 
Contractors® who are trained in the latest construction 

techniques and who receive good customer reviews. Use 
our online locator to find a certified installer near you.

Want to Create Your Own 
Water Feature?

Retailers who sell Aquascape products are located across 
the United States and Canada, with a few retailers located 
overseas. Find one near you or enjoy the convenience of 

shopping online.

Find Pond Supplies Find a Pond Pro

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pondside-monthly-e-newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.twitter.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.instagram.com/aquascape_inc
https://www.pinterest.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.youtube.com/aquascape4
https://www.youtube.com/gregwittstockthepondguy
https://www.youtube.com/TEAMAquascape
https://www.youtube.com/edthepondprofessor
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-retailers
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-retailers#store-locator
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-retailers
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors

