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G I D D Y  W I T H

ANTICIPATION
This time of year creates a sense of giddy anticipation for the pond season. 
Does anyone else start their day by obsessively checking to see if the fish are 
becoming more active or possibly spawning? Or do you anxiously watch the 
leaves of your waterlily reach toward the pond's surface and wait with great 
hope for that first breathtaking bloom?

And then of course, there's the chorus of frogs this time of year that can 
sometimes be almost deafening. Magic is in the pond as life bursts forth from 
every nook and cranny. It's my favorite time of year, and likely yours, too.

While you dream of your pond teeming with fish and filled with waterlily 
blooms, flip through this issue of Aquascape Lifestyles for a bit of education 
and a lot of inspiration. You'll learn how to create a fragrant pond with an 
intoxicating selection of both land and aquatic plants.

Learn more about the melodic frogs and toads in your water feature when you 
read about their fascinating lifecycle. And while we're on the topic of green 
things, read about the benefits of algae and how to control it when it seems to 
be taking over your pond or waterfall.

You don't want to miss all the other inspirational features in this Spring/
Summer issue, from one of our talented Artists of the Year to your pond's 
pre-vacation checklist. My hope is that each and every one of you find comfort 
and joy from Living the Aquascape Lifestyle®. We're not quite out of the woods 
yet in regard to the coronavirus, but we sure can make life more enjoyable 
when we spend valuable time with Mother Nature!

             Happy Pondering!

Founder and CEO of Aquascape

https://www.facebook.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.twitter.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.instagram.com/aquascape_inc
https://www.pinterest.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.youtube.com/aquascape4
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Are you looking to add the wow factor to your landscape? 
Look no further than our Aquascape Lifestyles catalog. Flip 
through 36 pages of inspirational backyard ideas that improve 
the value and aesthetic of your home with a splash of beauty.

From a simple Fire Fountain to an Aquascape ecosystem 
pond and everything in-between, you’re sure to find the 
perfect water feature to enhance your outdoor living space. 
We even include architectural renderings to make it easy to 
plan your landscape project.

LIVING THE

®

Inspiration Guide

View Catalog

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/Aquascape-Lifestyles-2021/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/Aquascape-Lifestyles-2021/
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Inspiration Guide
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IT’S NOT EASY 
B E I N G  G R E E N

A Salute to the Good Deeds of  Pond Algae

Algae gets a bad rap. It’s green, slimy, and frankly not as attractive as 

your pond’s fish, plants, or gorgeous waterfalls. But before you write it 

off, take time to consider all the cool things that algae can do.
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WHAT THE HECK ARE ALGAE?
Algae are one of  the most abundant and 
diverse organisms on the planet. It is 
composed of  three basic components: 
chlorophyll and other plant pigments, 
omega-3 fatty acids, and essential 
elements. Unlike plants, algae does not 
differentiate into roots, stems, or leaves.

Algae can range in length from one 
micrometer (0.00004 inch) to 200 feet. 
You’ll find it on all seven continents in 
salt, fresh, and brackish water. It can 
also grow in hot springs or under ice. 
Giant kelp—the largest of  all marine 
algae—have even been reported more 
than 200 meters below polar ice sheets!

Algae isn’t confined to water, either. It 
can pop up on tree trunks, animal fur, 
snowbanks, and soil, including desert 
crusts. Typically, though, it lives in 
water.

WHAT AM I SEEING?
Chances are the algae you’re seeing 
in your pond is one of  two common 
types (or maybe both!). The two most 
common types of  pond algae are 
planktonic (suspended) and filamentous 
(string) algae. Curious which type is 
hanging out in your pond? Scoop up 
some pond water in a clear glass and 
place it against a white background. 
If  the water itself  is green, you have 
suspended algae. If  the water is clear, 
you could still have string algae. String 
algae tends to hang out on rocks on a 
pond’s perimeter, as well as in hyper- 
oxygenated areas such as stream beds 
and waterfalls. As you’d guess from 
its name, it has a stringy appearance 

and can even be wrapped around your 
fingers and yanked off  rocks.

A HERO IN GREEN
Algae might not be pretty, but it makes 
important things happen. It produces 
its own food through a process called 
oxygenic photosynthesis. This means it 
uses carbon dioxide, water, and sunlight 
to produce carbohydrates and oxygen. 
And if  you like oxygen, you should love 
algae—thanks to its presence all around 
the world, it produces about half  of  the 
oxygen in Earth’s atmosphere!

Despite planktonic algae leading to 
green water, algae can actually make a 
pond more clear, not less, by absorbing 
ammonia, nitrogen, and phosphates in 
water. Algae’s ability to absorb nitrates, 
which are left in the water after your 
pond’s beneficial bacteria finishes 
degrading fish and plant waste, is 
especially important as fish start to 
become more active in the springtime 
and your biological filters might not be 
as effective as they are in the warmer 
water that comes later in the season.

Algae, being right at the base of  the 
food chain, is also a major source of  
nutrition for fish, including pond fish 
like goldfish, koi, Plecostomus, the 
Siamese algae eater, pond loach, mollies 
and guppies, Otocinclus catfish, 
freshwater batfish, and grass carp. In 
addition to the nutrition these fish 
receive from ingesting algae, they’re 
also doing you the favor of  helping 
keep it in check in your pond (although 
algae can definitely grow faster than 
fish can consume it, especially in the 
warm summer months).



SPRING /  SUMMER 2021    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com10

Algae is part of  a delicate dance 
that also involves fungi, bacteria, 
and other one-celled organisms. 
They all come together to create 
a delicate ecological balance and 
maintain good water quality. In 
other words, don’t obsess over a 
little bit of  algae in your pond. 
While you’ll want to remove 
any unsightly floating mats of  
algae, it’s perfectly normal and 
healthy to have some growth on 
your rocks. Don’t obsess over 
keeping them clean! You want to 
strive for “biomimicry”—in other 
words, replicating conditions 
found in nature. Natural ponds 
and waterfalls aren’t devoid of  
algae, and yours doesn’t need to 
be, either.

WHICH PONDS ARE 
MORE PRONE TO ALGAE 
GROWTH?
Certain pond characteristics 
make them more prone to 
excessive algae growth. For 
example, stagnant ponds can 
experience problems because 
they lack the water movement 
that discourages algae growth. 
Shallow ponds are also more 
prone to algae problems because 

algae uses energy from sunlight 
to make its own food, and more 
sunlight penetrates shallow 
water. Shallow water also tends 
to be warmer, which also 
encourages algae growth.

CRUCIAL COMPONENTS 
OF A HEALTHY POND
Proper circulation and filtration 
are the foundation of  managing 
algae and ensuring a healthy 
pond. Pumps are the heart of  
any water feature, continually 
circulating water and providing 
aeration to create the basis for 
a stable ecosystem. To provide 
optimal water quality, you want 
to circulate the entire pond’s 
water volume a minimum of  
once every hour.  If  your pond 
contains 1,000 gallons of  water, 
you need a pump that will push 
a minimum of  1,000 gallons 
per hour. Aquascape makes it 
easier to choose the right pump 
with our handy online pond 
pump selection guide (available 
at https://www.aquascapeinc.
com/pond-pumps) to make 
sure you’re using the right size 
pump for your pond needs.

A good biological filtration 
system, paired with a mechanical 
filter (such as a skimmer) to 
remove solids before the water 
enters the biological filtration 
unit, is the most effective way 
to filter water. Designing and 
implementing an efficient 
circulation and filtration 
system ensures that the water 
is oxygenated and pond debris 
(including leaves, floating algae, 
and anything else that’s blown 
in) will be swept from the 
pond’s surface and deposited 
into an easily emptied skimmer 
basket.

The next time you see algae in 
your pond, don’t let your mind 
immediately go to eliminating 
it—take a moment to thank it 
for all it does for your pond and 
the environment. If  it keeps 
itself  in check (with a little help 
from you, of  course), the two 
of  you can enjoy a wonderful 
relationship.

AQUASCAPE ALGAE SOLUTIONS

If you’re looking to get excessive algae growth under control, you can trust Aquascape to provide 
products that will take care of it quickly and efficiently.

•	 Algaecide is a liquid pond algae control product that stops the growth of string algae as well as “green 
water” in ponds, waterfalls, and fountains. Available in the US only.

•	 Aquascape EcoBlast™ Contact Granular Algaecide eliminates algae and debris from waterfalls 
fountains, streams, and rocks. Simply sprinkle the treatment directly on the affected area and watch 
algae disappear. Available in the US only.

•	 The IonGen™ System G2 effectively kills algae without the use of traditional chemicals. A 
microprocessor sends a signal to its ion-producing probe to help control algae. It is compatible with 
water containing fish and plants and its electricity costs are typically less than $1 per month.

LEARN MORE AT https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-supplies

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-pumps
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-pumps
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/algaecide
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/ecoblast
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/iongen-system-g2-us
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Read our e-book, “How to Keep Pond Water Clean and Healthy.”

C O N T R O L  A N D  E L I M I N A T E 

Algae!

EcoBlast™ Contact 
Granular Algaecide

Aquascape EcoBlast Contact Granular Algaecide 
eleminates unsightly algae and debris from 
waterfalls, fountains, streams, and rocks on 
contact. Simply sprinkle the treatment directly on 
the affected area and watch the algae disappear.

A bit of algae is good for your pond, but when 
it gets out of control, you might want to take 

measures to manage or eliminate it. Aquascape 
offers three easy-to-use products to help control 

and combat the algae in your water feature.

IonGen™ System G2
The IonGen™ System G2 effectively removes 
algae without the use of traditional liquid 
chemicals. Designed with a microporcessor that 
sends a signal to its ion-producing probe, the 
IonGen™ helps to control algae throughout the 
entire water feature.

Algaecide
Our Algaecide is a liquid pond algae control 
product that quickly and efficiently combats algae 
and stops algae growth in ponds, waterfalls, 
and fountains. Algaecide keeps water clear and 
greatly reduces pond and fountain maintenance. 
Aquascape Algaecide controls string algae growth 
as well as single-celled floating algae, also known 
as green water.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/pond-water/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/ecoblast
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/ecoblast
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/ecoblast
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/iongen-system-g2-us
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/iongen-system-g2-us
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/algaecide
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/algaecide
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CREATE A FRAGRANT GARDEN POND

SPRING /  SUMMER 2021    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 13
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Water gardeners know the 
important role a pond plays in 

their personal interaction with nature 
and its many joys.  Your five senses 
connect you to the environment and 
enhance your interaction with your 
water feature. The sound of the waterfall 
draws you outside and once there, your 
eyes are delighted with the sight of 
colorful fish, beautiful waterlilies, birds, 
and butterflies.

But did you know that smell is the 
strongest of all your senses? Olfaction, 
another word for smell, is unique 
because the sensory organ that detects it 
is directly connected to the brain. This 
makes your sense of smell extremely 
powerful.

You’ve undoubtedly noticed that your 
pond environment has a pleasant 
fragrance in your garden. Just like the 
smell of the ocean, a small water garden 
emits its own scent. An unpleasant odor 
from your pond might alert you to the 
fact that something’s amiss.

Consider adding fragrant plants in 
and around the pond to enhance your 
experience. You’ll enjoy the variety 
of options available. Here’s a list of 
some of our top choices of aquatic and 
terrestrial plants by category.

SPRING /  SUMMER 2021    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com14
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‘Director George T. Moore’:  A day-blooming tropical 
waterlily, it was named after George T. Moore who was the director 
of the Missouri Botanic Garden in the 1940s. This waterlily has 
striking purple blooms with a yellow center. 
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‘Red Flare’:  A stunning, 
night-blooming tropical waterlily with 
magnificent magenta-red flowers and 
reddish foliage. ‘Red Flare’ was named 
the Aquatic Plant of the Year in 2004.

‘Star of Siam’:  An impressive, 
day-blooming tropical waterlily features 
beautiful semi-double blue flowers with 
maroon and green mottled pads.

‘Trudy Slocum’:  This 
night-blooming tropical waterlily 
features snow white flowers that can be 
up to 8 inches in diameter. The center 
of the flower is a sunny yellow and the 
lily pads are a rich emerald green.

SPRING /  SUMMER 2021    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com16
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Bog Bean:  Stems of this plant 
float on open water. Pretty, fringed 
white flowers with sweet scent appear 
in the spring.

Butterfly Flower:  ‘Iceballet’ 
has a white flower and ‘Cinderella’ 
has a pink flower. Both varieties are 
highly fragrant and attract butterflies. 
They grow well in shallow water at the 
pond’s edges.

Spider Lily:  Extremely fragrant 
flowers with thin petals that are nearly 
transparent. Enjoys shallow water.

Aquatic Mint:  An easy-to-
grow shallow water plant with highly 
aromatic foliage that smells like 
spearmint. Shows lilac-pink blossoms.
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Angel’s Trumpet:  
Grown as an annual in cold 
climates, this South American 
vine grows long, tubular flowers 
in a variety of colors that have 
an intoxicating, sweet aroma.

Sweet Alyssum:  This 
charming annual comes in 
white and lavender forms and 
readily reseeds itself. Alyssum 
is a great choice for tucking 
between the rocks as it will 
gently cascade as it grows. 
Though it won’t overpower a 
garden with scent, it releases a 
sweet odor when disturbed.

Gardenia:  The showy 
white flowers of this perennial 
plant are intensely fragrant and 
available in several varieties, 
including hedges and small 
shrubs.
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Lily of the Valley:  Enjoy 
sweet aromas early in the pond 
season with lily of the valley. 
Plant the bulbs in early fall and 
you’ll enjoy their dainty white 
bell-shaped flowers in the spring.

Lavender:  Lavender is a 
popular, flowering herb that 
enjoys full sun and well-drained 
soil. Add a pop of color along 
a pond’s garden path or along a 
berm to create a pretty backdrop 
when viewing your pond.
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Jasmine:  Several varieties of 
jasmine make especially fragrant 
additions to your garden pond. They 
prefer sunny locations but can tolerate 
partial shade. Be sure to train the vines 
early, weaving them through trellis 
sections.

Lilac:  Few garden scents are more 
popular than the lilac. You’ll find a 
variety of cultivars and will notice that 
some are more fragrant than others. 
Prune lilac bushes after they bloom in 
the spring.

Nicotiana:  Also known as 
flowering tobacco, this colorful, 
summer-blooming annual features 
tubular flowers that open at night and 
release a memorable fragrance. It 
prefers well-drained soil and can be 
planted in full sun to part shade.

Scented Geraniums:  You’ll 
enjoy the wide array of scented 
geraniums that are currently available, 
some with more pleasing fragrances 
than others. Place these perennials in 
an area where they will be brushed 
against when walking by to help release 
their fragrance.
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Moonflower:  A 
member of the morning 
glory family, this annual 
vine does not reseed readily 
like its cousin. It has pretty, 
heart-shaped leaves and 
blooms during summer 
and fall evenings with large, 
white, highly fragrant flowers. 
Moonflower is a great addition 
for nighttime fragrance.

SPRING /  SUMMER 2021    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 21
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John Adams is passionate about creating natural-looking water 
features with a keen eye for replicating the artistry of nature. His 
company, Modern Design Aquascaping, is in the Gateway to the 

Smoky Mountains area of Tennessee, near Knoxville. It’s no wonder 
that John earned the coveted “Aquascape Artist of the Year” award 
for his masterpiece water features. Tumbling waterfalls and ecosystem 
ponds are a big part of John’s artistic vision as he works with clients to 
create their dream landscape.

Learn more about John at http://www.mdaquascaping.com/ 

http://www.mdaquascaping.com/
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John      ADAMS

http://www.mdaquascaping.com/
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FROGS CAN DO PRINCELY 
THINGS FOR YOUR POND! 
They gobble insects to keep 

the population in check and serenade 
you with their songs. Frogs also add 
diversity to the species supported by 
ponds by coexisting productively with 
fish, plants, insects, and other wildlife. 
They also play a key role in your pond’s 
ecosystem—in fact, the number of 
amphibians in your pond can be a good 
indicator of your pond’s overall health! 

 If you’re interested in drawing 
them to your back yard, you shouldn’t 
have to try very hard. It’s not unusual 
for frogs to show up in your ponds 
because ponds provide two things that 
frogs crave: food and water! 

 While this is all very cool, the 
neatest trick frogs do is, well, become 
frogs. They undergo a four-step journey 
from an egg encased in “jelly” to 
the critter you see hopping around 
your yard. That journey involves the 
appearance and disappearance of a tail, 
time spent living underwater, and a lot 
more. LET’S TAKE A LOOK!
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tadpole

eggs
adult

froglet

THE LIFE CYCLE STARTS WITH THE 
ADULT FEMALE FROG LAYING EGGS. She 
can lay up to 4,000 at once! The eggs have 
a distinctly jelly-like appearance thanks 
to being surrounded by several layers of 
gelatinous material that provides support 
and protection while allowing the passage 
of oxygen, carbon dioxide, and ammonia. 
The eggs tend to clump together to form a 
mass—referred to as frogspawn—that floats 
on water. The egg stage doesn’t last long, 
which is good news because predators enjoy 
snacking on them. Within one to three 
weeks, the eggs hatch into tadpoles.

THE NEXT STOP IS BECOMING A 
TADPOLE. When they emerge from eggs, 
tadpoles look more like fish than the frogs 
they’ll eventually become. They have oval-
shaped bodies; long, vertically flattened 
heads; and flat tails that help them zoom 
through the water. They spend all of their 
time in the water and breathe through gills. 
For nutrition, tadpoles eat plants and algae 
and also consume nutrients stored in their 
tails! Unfortunately, the tiny tadpoles are 
highly vulnerable to being eaten by fish, 
newts, predatory diving beetles, and birds. 
Fortunately, the tadpole stage can be as 
short as a week, or last much longer.
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THIS IS WHEN THINGS REALLY START 
TO GET COOL. The tadpole stage comes to a 
screeching halt when metamorphosis begins. 
Metamorphosis, initiated by the production 
of the hormone thyroxine, typically only 
lasts 24 hours and causes the frog’s body 
to make a sudden transition into its adult 
form (think of it as puberty crammed into 
a single day). The biggest changes that take 
place are the development of lungs and the 
disappearance of the frog’s gills and gill 
pouch, which makes the frog’s front legs 
visible. The frog’s nervous system becomes 
adapted for hearing and stereoscopic vision, 
and its eyes are repositioned up on its head. 
In addition to its massive physical changes, 
it can also now leap as well as swim.

SPRING /  SUMMER 2021    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com 29
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THE YOUNG FROG’S TAIL STICKS AROUND 
FOR JUST A LITTLE BIT MORE AS A 
TINY STUB ON THE FROG’S REAR END. 
Eventually, though, the tail disappears 
completely after its tissue is used to produce 
a growth spurt in the limbs. At this point, 
the creature is fully recognizable as an adult 
frog. It starts to weigh its options and might 
choose to make its move to land or continue 
to live in water. It also develops a taste for 
more meaty meals. Most frog species are 
carnivorous as adults, so it will begin to prey 
on invertebrates including worms, snails, 
slugs, and insects. 

 Frogs are social creatures and enjoy 
living in groups, which are known as an 
army, colony, or knot. When mating season 
rolls around, male frogs in the group will 
croak loudly in an effort to attract females. 
When a female frog finds a croak she likes, 
the male will grab her around the torso with 
his forelimbs. This can often happen well 
in advance of actual egg laying and mating 
pairs can remain clasped together for hours, 
days, or even months. Eventually, the female 
releases eggs for the male to fertilize and the 
life cycle starts all over again! 



WANT TO SEE MORE FROGS AROUND YOUR POND? 
The best strategy is to find out what kind of habitat 
the native frogs in your area enjoy and then try 

to recreate that in your yard and water feature. The following 
general tips will help give your pond “frog appeal.”

•	Sloped sides help frogs easily 
get in and out of the pond. 
If your pond doesn’t have a 
natural slope, try creating 
one out of rocks. This is 
important so that frogs don’t 
drown in the water while 
taking a swim.

•	Fish and frogs have a 
complex relationship. Fish are 
natural predators of eggs and 
tadpoles, and then the tables 
turn as frogs grow and fish 
start to look like appealing 
snacks. However, fish caught 
by frogs tend to be sick or 
weakened, meaning healthy 
backyard fish such as koi and 
goldfish don’t have anything 
to worry about.

•	Add water plants, such as 
water lilies, to provide cover, 
shade, and a more natural 
environment.

•	Add plants and native grasses 
around the pond itself for 
extra cover and to attract 
insects and other organisms 
that frogs eat.

•	Don’t stress about a little 
bit of algae in your pond. It 
helps nourish tadpoles.

•	Frogs prefer damp and cool 
conditions, so try adding a 
“toad house” or clay plant 
pot turned on its side to 
shield frogs from the heat 
and give them a hiding spot 
away from predators. You can 
also make them a shelter out 
of rocks, bricks, or broken 
concrete.

•	Speaking of predators, if 
you have dogs and cats, try 
to keep them away from the 
pond area.

•	Frogs are very sensitive to 
chemicals, so be sure that 
any additives you are putting 
in your water will not harm 
them.

•	Try adding a light near 
your water feature to attract 
frogs. It should be placed no 
more than three feet off the 
ground. Insects are attracted 
to the light, and frogs are 
attracted to the insects!
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Aquascape outdoor fountain kits 
make it easy to add a splash of 

water to any space in your yard. A 
variety of options are available so 
you're sure to find one that suits 

your style! This is a perfect weekend 
project for the do-it-yourselfer.

Excavate a hole and 
put the basin in place

Hook up the plumbing and 
set the fountain atop the basin

Place the pump in the basin and 
cover the basin with mulch or 

decorative gravel

Fill the basin with water

Turn on the fountain and enjoy!

It's fun to enhance your fountain with 
other elements such as spotlights or 

fire-add-on kits! Add plants or flowers 
to beautify your fountain and blend it 

into the rest of your landscaping.

32 SPRING /  SUMMER 2021    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com

 
aquascapeinc.com/landscape-fountain-kits

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/fire-fountain-add-on-kit
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/landscape-fountain-kits
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Urn Fountain Kit
I N S P I R A T I O N



SPRING /  SUMMER 2021    Aquascape Lifesty les     aquascapeinc.com34

Aquascape Vlogs
Aquascape Channels for Education and Inspiration

LIKE, 
COMMENT & 
SUBSCRIBE

Aquascape offers four 
YouTube channels to inspire 
and educate you on all 
things water gardening! Each 
Aquascape video channel 
serves a specific purpose 
to help guide water garden 
enthusiasts on their journey. 
Subscribe to one, two, three, 
or all four channels!

I'm Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy and 
my vlog is all about showcasing how 
homeowners around the world are “Living 
the Aquascape Lifestyle®!” My goal is 
simple – to inspire YOU with new ideas for 
what you can create in your own outdoor 
living space when you just add water! 
2021 marks the 30th anniversary of when 
I founded Aquascape, Inc., turned my 
hobby into my profession, and created the 
Aquascape ecosystem – the most natural 
and low-maintenance man-made water 
feature.

 Visit Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy

Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy

Pond and water feature hobbyists and 
professionals alike will find everything they 
need to know about Living the Aquascape 
Lifestyle® at our Aquascape Ponds 
channel. Follow us and learn about plant 
and fish care, water feature maintenance, 
pond product information, and more!

 Visit Aquascape Ponds

Aquascape Ponds TEAM Aquascape

My career with water features began in 
1993 and during that time I’ve been 
honored to build thousands of custom 
ponds from small backyard water gardens 
to large lakes and commercial water 
features. It never gets old! Friends refer to 
me as “The Pond Professor” because I love 
to talk about the science behind ponds, 
waterfalls, and the environment. Join me 
as I share detailed information on how and 
why I build ecosystem ponds and water 
features the Aquascape way.

 Visit Ed The Pond Professor

Ed The Pond Professor

The Pond
Professored

TEAM Aquascape features a first-hand 
look at Aquascape water feature 
installations as told by members of the 
Aquascape Construction team. Join us for 
informative vlogs that share a behind-the-
scenes look at life as pond and waterfall 
builders, as well as tips and tricks from the 
field of a water feature design-build firm 
located in the Chicagoland area.

 Visit TEAM Aquascape
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https://www.youtube.com/gregwittstockthepondguy
https://www.youtube.com/gregwittstockthepondguy
https://www.youtube.com/aquascape4
https://www.youtube.com/aquascape4
https://www.youtube.com/TEAMAquascape
https://www.youtube.com/edthepondprofessor
https://www.youtube.com/edthepondprofessor
https://www.youtube.com/TEAMAquascape
http://www.aquascapeinc.com
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OurTop   Product Picks
KOI AND POND FISH CARE

Take Our Water Gardening Survey and 

YOU COULD WIN!
Do you own a pond, waterfall, fountain, or mini pond (container water garden)? If yes, we'd love 
to have you take our 15-minute survey to answer questions about your water feature.

To show our appreciation for your time, we'll award a $50 Amazon gift card to one lucky 
respsondent each month. You must provide your email address when taking the survey in order 
to be entered to win.

Click Here to Take Our Water Gardening Survey!

Your fish are pets just like the 
family dog or cat. Be sure to 
keep them healthy and happy by 
feeding them quality pond fish 
food, like Aquascape Premium 
Fish Food Pellets that contains 
high-quality protein, stabilized 
multivitamins, and probiotics.

Fish add color and life to your 
pond, and no one likes to see 
their finned friends become sick 
or unencumbered in any way. 
Aquascape offers a basic line of  
fish treatments that target most 
issues experienced by pond fish.

Explore Premium Fish Food Explore Fish Treatments Explore Pond and Fish Nets

Aquascape offers a variety of  
net types and sizes. Fish nets are 
specifically designed for catching 
fish without harming them. Pond 
nets are ideal for skimming debris 
from your pond.

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/fish-food
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/product-category/koi-fish-care/fish-treatments
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QR7WDQ5
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/fish-food
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/product-category/koi-fish-care/fish-treatments
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-and-fish-nets
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-and-fish-nets
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 CHECKLIST
Going on vacation this year and worried about your pond and finned friends? Never fear! Pond fish 
are the easiest pets to leave at home when you’re out and about exploring for several days on end.

 
Koi and other pond fish are scavengers and are 
constantly grazing on plants, algae, and other pond 
life. In reality, feeding your fish is more of a human 
entertainment activity than it is a requirement for 
fish to thrive. If your fish are used to having you 
feed them every day, they’ll be just fine if they 
miss your feedings for a couple of weeks.

 
Pond owners tend to be animal lovers and often 
have cats or dogs in addition to pet fish. If you hire 
a pet sitting service for your furry friends, they’ll 
be able to feed your finned friends, too (although 
it’s not necessary).

 
Before you leave on vacation, it’s a good idea to 
top off the pond with water. Evaporation occurs 
at a higher rate during the summer months and 
it doesn’t hurt to add water before leaving, just 
in case.

 
Connect a water fill valve to a standard garden 
hose and you won’t have to worry about topping 
off your pond before you leave. That task will 
automatically be done for you and protects your 
pump from running dry.

 
If you don’t already have a fish cave built into the 
design of your pond, you can add one with the 
Aquascape Faux Log Fish Cave before heading out 
on vacation. Your fish can hide from predators by 
staying inside the structure. If you prefer, you can 
install Protective Pond Netting which also deters 
predators from making a snack of your fish.

 
Perhaps the most important aspect of leaving 
on vacation is making sure your pump remains 
running while you’re gone. Fish can survive up 
to 72 hours without supplemental oxygen. If you 
plan to be gone longer than three days, you need 
a back-up plan if electricity goes out. Ask a 
neighbor to check on your pond every couple 
of days to ensure the pump is still running. If 
something happens, you’ll be able to contact your 
local pond pro to take care of things for you.

 
More often than not, your pond and fish will be 
okay while you vacation. Koi and other fish tend 
to be low-maintenance and are the best pets to 
have if you leave home for an extended period. You 
can have a happy, healthy pond and an enjoyable 
vacation simultaneously!

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/water-fill-valve-200
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/faux-log-fish-cave
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/protective-pond-netting
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Inadequate access to safe dr inking 
water affects

663 MILLION
people worldwide

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

aquascapefoundation.org

SUMMER TIP FOR
Water Hyacinths
Are your water hyacinths starving? 
These popular pond plants 
sometimes do such a good job at 
absorbing excess nutrients from 
the water that there’s no food left 
for them in the summer. This can 
cause the leaves to turn yellow and 
look a little forlorn.  So how do you 
fertilize floating pond plants like 
water hyacinth without fertilizing 
the algae too?

When the water hyacinths start 
looking faded and yellow, simply 
pull them from the pond and put 
them in a bucket of water mixed 
with a soluble fertilizer according to 
package directions. Leave the plants 
in the bucket for a couple of days 
and they’ll soon be green again. 
Remember to rinse the fertilizer off 
the roots before putting them back 
into the pond!

https://www.aquascapefoundation.org
https://www.aquascapefoundation.org
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Something was missing when it 
came to a suburban backyard with 
a wooded backdrop. The sound of a 
refreshing waterfall proved to be the 
ideal solution for this shady area of 
the landscape. Large rocks frame the 
waterfalls’s journey from one rock to 
the next, creating melodic sounds 
that attract birds, butterflies, and 
other critters. An adjacent flagstone 
patio creates the perfect little getaway 
for the homeowners to enjoy their 
“peace” of paradise.

tRansformatioN
A blank expanse of grass next to a wooden bridge and garden arbor 
became the perfect location for a cascading, rustic waterfall.

Get ready to love your backyard when you add a splash of water to your landscape. Use our ONLINE LOCATOR 
to find a Certified Aquascape Contractor near you and start planning your dream yard today!

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
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Get ready to love your backyard when you add a splash of water to your landscape. Use our ONLINE LOCATOR 
to find a Certified Aquascape Contractor near you and start planning your dream yard today!

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors
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Live beautifully and dream passionately.
- unknown - 
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Aquascape makes it easy for you to learn about ponds 
and water features using your smartphone, tablet, or 

desktop computer. Visit the POND EBOOKS PAGE on 
our website and enjoy our current FREE offering of short, 

informative e-books based on a variety of topics! 

Our DIGITAL LIBRARY will continue to grow, so check back often to find favorite water gardening reading material.

V i s i t  o u r

D I G I TA L L I B R A RY
a q u a s c a p e i n c . c o m /p o n d - e b o o k s

How To Keep Pond Water 
Clean & Healthy

Simple Soloutions Water Treatment For 
Ponds, Waterfalls, and Fountains

Easy Pond-Keeping 
During The Fall Season

The Other Pond Fish - Beyond Koi Easy Winter Pond Care

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-ebooks
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-ebooks
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-ebooks
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/fall-care/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/pond-fish/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/pond-water/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/water-treatments/
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/book/winter-care/


Pondside Monthly E-Newsletter
Sign up for Pondside Monthly, our free e-newsletter that’s filled with great 
information and tips to help you along your water gardening journey. From fish 
to plants to general maintenance, you’ll learn everything you need to know to 
keep your water feature healthy and beautiful all year long!

SUBSCRIBE

©Copyright Aquascape, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Aquascape, Inc.

The leading manufacturer of water gardens, 
water features, and ecosystem ponds in 
North America. We connect people to water 
the way nature intended.

Publisher  
Greg Wittstock

Editor-in-Chief 
Jennifer Zuri

Art Director 
Lori Jansen

Find a Store or a Pond Builder

Prefer to Hire a 
Professional Pond Builder?

Aquascape has a network of Certified Aquascape 
Contractors who are trained in the latest construction 

techniques and who receive good customer reviews. Use 
our online locator to find a certified installer near you.

Want to Create Your Own 
Water Feature?

Retailers who sell Aquascape products are located across 
the United States and Canada, with a few retailers located 
overseas. Find one near you or enjoy the convenience of 

shopping online.

Find Pond Supplies Find a Pond Pro

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pondside-monthly-e-newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.twitter.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.instagram.com/aquascape_inc
https://www.pinterest.com/aquascapeinc
https://www.youtube.com/aquascape4
https://www.youtube.com/gregwittstockthepondguy
https://www.youtube.com/TEAMAquascape
https://www.youtube.com/edthepondprofessor
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-retailers#store-locator
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/find-aquascape-certified-contractors

