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TIME TO DREAM
The calendar says it’s officially fall but if you’re anything like me, it’s always
the perfect time to dream about “Living the Aquascape Lifestyle™!”
In this latest quarterly issue of our digital publication for water feature
lovers, you’ll find more inspiration to help you enjoy this wonderful hobby
to the fullest! From seasonal maintenance needs to beautiful koi, awesome
new lighting options and plantings, both inside and outside the water’s
edge, there’s never a lack of new things to learn and try!
I’m blessed enough that even when the summer season winds down I get
to travel, quite literally the globe, chasing beautiful water features and
telling the stories of those who live with them through my YouTube
channel, Greg Wittstock The Pond Guy.
I love sharing my passion with the world - and the beauty of being in a
connected universe is that I can now connect with anyone who has any
interest in water features! If you haven’t already subscribed for your
DAILY dose of water features, subscribe now to one of our four YouTube
Channels ...
Greg Wittstock The Pond Guy
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
TEAM Aquascape
every Tuesday and Thursday
Ed The Pond Professor
every Saturday
Aquascape Ponds
new videos every few weeks

Founder and CEO of Aquascape
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AQUASCAPE LIFESTYLES
Are you looking to add the wow factor to your landscape?
Look no further than our Aquascape Lifestyles inspiration guide. Flip through 32
pages of breathtaking backyard ideas that improve the value and aesthetic of your
home with a splash of beauty.
From a simple Fire Fountain to an Aquascape ecosystem pond and
everything in-between, you’re sure to find the perfect water feature to enhance
your outdoor living space. We even include architectural renderings to make it
easy to plan your landscape project.

View Guide
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Keep Your Pond Looking its Best
Through the Fall Season!
Fall brings the changing of leaves, and eventually the falling of leaves.
Excess debris like fallen leaves and sticks can lead to issues with
water clarity and quality.

Cold Water Beneficial Bacteria
Once water temperatures drop below
50°F, you can start adding Aquascape
Cold Water Beneficial Bacteria to your
pond. This helps ease your system
into the season, promoting optimal water quality.
Aquascape Cold Water Beneficial Bacteria is perfect for both
spring and fall because it works at temperatures below 40°F and
contains pure strains of concentrated beneficial bacteria that go
to work quickly, cleaning and balancing your pond.

Pond Netting

Premium Cold Water
Fish Food Pellets
In the colder months of the year, when
the water temperature is below 60°F,
your fish’s metabolism slows down in
preparation for hibernation. It is important during these times to
either eliminate fish feeding from your daily regimen or switch to a
food that is formulated for low water temperatures.
Aquascape Premium Cold Water Fish Food is scientifically
formulated to provide quality nutrition to all pond fish, including
goldfish and koi. The inclusion of spirulina and wheat germ helps
make the food easier to digest in colder water temperatures.

Covering your pond with Aquascape
pond netting until the bulk of the leaves
have fallen will help keep it clean, clear,
and healthy.

Pond Skimmer Net
Later in the season, after you have
removed the pond netting, use a pond
skimmer net to remove any leaves or
debris that may be left behind.

Read our e-book, “Easy Pond-Keeping During the Fall Season,”
for more tips on keeping your pond looking its best during the autumn season.
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K O H A K U K O I : The Popular Fish
Lucky is the pond owner who enjoys having a beautiful Kohaku koi swimming among the lily pads. The Kohaku is the
oldest and most well-known variety of koi, and often the most popular among koi lovers.
Kohaku is a bright-white koi patterned with red. There are two types of Kohaku – one has the red pattern all over it
and is the most common. The second type of Kohaku only has a red spot in the middle of the forehead. This is an
extra-special type called Tancho Kohaku, and is a highly prized specimen because of its rarity.

A Model of the Japanese Flag

The red spot on the forehead makes the Tancho Kohaku
a living, breathing model of the Japanese flag, which
represents a red sun in the middle of a pure white field.
Kohaku is the most common fish to win “Grand
Champion” in Japanese shows, because it is the most
popular fish in Japan and therefore, the breeders of koi
spend the most time producing the finest specimens of
this type.

Judging Kohaku

Judging good quality Kohaku is not easy. There are
certain “pattern” basics that you can learn to apply
when buying fish, but forecasting the way that pattern
will look later is a special talent. Also, body shape and
conformation are important features and few Americans
appreciate the complexities of this characteristic. Finally,
the way the red, called Hi (pronounced “hee”) breaks
into kiwa (the trailing edge of the Hi) or out of the white
(sashi) is important. The more crisp the transition from
red to white, the better.
8

FA L L 20 1 9

A q u a s c a p e L i fe s t y l e s

aquascapei nc. com

The details concerning pattern intricacies of Kohaku
during championship judging can seem tedious, so
here’s a simplified method of Kohaku appreciation that
although likely inadequate in choosing show-quality koi,
is effective enough to choose fish which most folks
will value.
• The white of the Kohaku should be a bright, snowy
white. The brighter the white, the better the fish is. If
the white appears thin or almost grayish, the fish is
not as good a quality. There should be a white band
at the very base of the tail to stop the “Hi” (red) from
touching the tail. There should be nothing but white
in the pectoral fins and tail of the koi. Likewise, the
dorsal fin should be all white.
• The red (Hi) in the koi can sometimes be slightly
orange when the fish are young, depending upon
the breeder. The red can change from orange to
crimson red when they mature or “finish.” In some
cases, the Hi may never change if the breeding
is poor. Many koi lovers won’t purchase orangecolored Kohaku for lack of faith that they will ever

turn crimson. You have to trust the dealer when they
assert that the “red is on its way!” Some koi are a
deep, cherry tomato or crimson red from birth to
death. The red should not go into the fins, and the
red should not extend below the eye in the head.
The red should not go below the “lateral line” on the
sides of the fish, nor into the tail. Also, small flecks
of red in the fish are undesirable.

Patterns to Look For

When you see a Kohaku with a uniform pattern of a
single, red blossom in the center of each scale, and
the pattern is pleasing to the eye, it is called Kanoko
(fawn). Some of these fish are thought to make a good
investment, but rumor has it that Kanoko Kohaku are
“going away” and the red dots won’t survive many years
in the pattern, which leaves you with nothing but an
expensive white fish.
The pattern of the fish can be solid (ippon), lightning
strike or zig-zag (inazuma), or it may occur in spots. The
appearance of two spots is called “Two-Step” Kohaku
or Nidan, and three spots is referred to as “Three Step”
Kohaku or Sandan. They even have names for Four
Step and Five Step patterns, but they’re generally not
as precious as the two and three step koi.
The body of Kohaku ought to be rather fat, rounded
off, and sort of voluptuous or “Rubenesque.” The head
should have fat “cheeks” in the more mature fish. The
base of the tail, where the caudal fin emerges, should
be fat and round instead of streamlining into the tail.
The fan-shaped pectoral fins behind the head
should also be big and round. The rounder and
whiter, the better. Thin almond-shaped pectoral
fins are a disappointment. The body of the fish
should be wider than the head, which would suggest
that the fish is a female, which is a good thing.

A Final Thought

Understanding the characteristics of different types
of koi helps you make an educated selection when
shopping for your finned friends. Keep in mind
that unless you’re planning on entering your fish in
competitions, it really only matters that you like the
coloration and markings of the fish in your pond.
Beauty is truly in the eye of the beholder.

Koi Fun
Facts
 In Japan, red is called
“Hi” (Pronounced: hee) or
Aka (Pronounced: ocka).
 The Japanese meaning of
the word “Japan” is Land of the
Rising Sun and has been symbolic
of Japan since at least the 12th
century AD. It was once believed
that the oldest Japanese ancestors,
as well as all emperors since, were
a descendant of the sun goddess
“Amaterasu.”
 For the Japanese, colors have
various meanings or impact. Red
represents sincerity and warmth.
White represents honesty and purity.
 A breeder in Niigata, Japan reckons
the red and white of the Kohaku
as the leaves of the cherished
Japanese maple, resting lightly on
the snow-white blanket on the top of
Mount Fuji.

Folks might know
that certain koi varieties have
different or exceptional,
personalities. For example,
Chagoi, an amber-colored
koi with a black fishnet
pattern over their whole body, have
endearing personalities and will swim
to you with glee for food, as well as
physical petting. Kohaku are not that
exceptional in their personality. They
enjoy food and they look forward
to their owner’s attentions, but not
to any exceptional degree over any
other koi.
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OUT OF ROCKS
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I nad equate access to safe d r ink i n g
water affe c t s

6 6 3 M I LLI ON
p eop le wor ld w i de

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

aquascapefoundation.org

DESIGN S H O W C A S E

T

he cooler temperature of the fall
season entices you to linger by the
pond a little longer, while shorter days
provide the pleasure of the magical ambiance
created by nighttime lighting. And of course,
the brushstroke of bold foliage color is
hypnotizing, making you never want to leave
the comfort of your personal paradise.
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Putting Your
Pond to Bed

Changing Of
The Seasonal Guard
A nip in the air and shorter days nod their
welcome to autumn, as the trees change
color and shed their leafy, multicolored
coats. This changing of the seasonal guard
alerts gardeners to take precautions and
protect their landscapes from the harsh
reality of winter.
Water features in the landscape require
special consideration when tucking the
garden in for a long winter’s nap. Pond
maintenance chores in the fall and winter
vary depending on your region, but here are
some basic guidelines to help you through
the process of putting your pond to bed.

28

FA L L 20 1 9

A q u a s c a p e L i fe s t y l e s

aquascapei nc. com

FA LL 2019

Aqua sc a p e Lifestyles

a qu a sc apein c .c o m

29

30

FA L L 20 1 9

A q u a s c a p e L i fe s t y l e s

aquascapei nc. com

Falling Leaves
Since leaves drop in the fall, you’ll need to keep your pond as free
and clear of this excess debris as possible.
Leaves and other debris that sink to the bottom of the pond will
eventually decompose and produce toxic gasses that can harm
fish. You can remove the debris with a large pond skimmer net, or
use pond netting to make clean-up easier.
If you have a pond skimmer, be sure to check the debris net or
skimmer basket on a regular basis. The more trees near your pond,
the more frequently you need to clean leaves from the skimmer.
There’s no need to knock yourself out trying to scrape every last
leaf off the bottom of the pond, however. A few leaves here and
there provide insects and frogs a place to burrow over the winter.

Aquatic Plant Care
After the first frost, stop fertilizing your aquatic plants. The
exception to this rule is water lilies, which you shouldn’t feed
after September 1st. As the leaves and foliage turn yellow and die,
remember to cut them back just as you would the perennials in
your garden. Hardy bog and marginal plants should have the dead
leaves and foliage trimmed down to two inches above water level.
Hardy water lily leaves and stems should also be cut back, leaving
approximately two to three inches at the base of the plant. If the
water lily was left in its pot, simply drop the pot to the lowest
depth of the pond. If your water lilies are permanently planted in
pockets, all that’s required is removal of the dead foliage. Hardy
water lilies need a period of dormancy so be sure not to bring
them indoors for the winter.
Tropical water lilies, however, can be brought inside for winter or
treated as annuals and replaced in the spring. If you plan to bring
them indoors to over-winter, simply keep the pot in 50F water or
take them out of the pot and store them in moist sand. Be advised
- even trained horticulturists expect to lose many of the tropical
water lilies they store every winter so it might be easier to treat
them as annuals.
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Keep Fish Alive
There are several issues to keep in mind when
caring for pond fish as the days grow cooler.
Once the water temperature drops to 50F, refrain
from feeding the fish. They need to get ready for
hibernation and you’ll want to avoid any metabolic
complications. If you live in an area where it gets
chilly enough for the pond to freeze over, you need
to make sure the pond water stays oxygenated
for your finned friends. Some pond owners
opt to keep their waterfalls running throughout
the winter, which will help aerate the water and
ensure a successful hibernation for your fish.
Keep in mind that your fish need a pond depth of
at least 24 inches or more in order to overwinter
successfully. If your pond is shallower, you’ll need
to find new quarters for them through the winter
months. Regardless of pond depth, it’s best to
bring sensitive fish like exotic goldfish indoors
during winter.
If you decide to shut down your waterfalls for the
winter, first unplug the waterfall pump, remove it
from the pond or skimmer, and then store it in a
frost-free location submerged in a bucket of water
to keep the seals from becoming dry. Many a pond
owner has wondered why their pump doesn’t
work in the spring if they didn’t store the pump in
water during the winter.
Place a small aerator pump on the second shelf
of your pond so it bubbles right at the surface of
the water. If winter temperatures aren’t drastically
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frigid, the bubbling of the pump should be enough
to keep an open hole in the ice. Keeping a hole
in the ice allows potentially harmful gasses to
escape, helping to ensure the health of your fish.
In exceptionally cold weather when the entire
pond is liable to freeze over, simply add a floating
Aquascape De-icer to the pond. Controlled by
a thermostat, the unit only runs when the water
temperature is at or below freezing, heating only
the immediately surrounding water to just above
that, and then shutting off again. In northern areas
of the country, the best solution is to implement
a combination of a small pump and de-icer. For
maximum efficiency, the two should not be placed
directly next to each other.
If you opt to keep the waterfalls running throughout
winter, you’ll enjoy some amazing ice sculptures.
Since the waterfalls help to aerate the water, a
small pump for oxygenation won’t be necessary.
For those living in a particularly frigid climate,
however, you may still need to incorporate a deicer. Don’t be surprised if some of the pond’s
water evaporates during winter if you leave the
falls running. Although water loss is considerably
less in the winter than it is in summer, you may
find yourself needing to add water at some point.
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Get Ready for
Winter Solstice
Snow and ice formations sculpted from a frosty waterfall
are some of the most spectacular winter sights you’ll
enjoy in your garden. Tiny stalactites and stalagmites
will delight your senses and each fresh blanket of snow
will provide enchanting wonderment. Take time to enjoy
the peace of winter solstice and the quiet splendor of
your snowy garden. Winter is the perfect time to rest
from summer’s heyday of activities as you anticipate the
emergence of pond life when warmer days roll around.
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Add a new dimension to your water feature by
bringing it to life at night. With today’s busy
lifestyle, it’s important to be able to enjoy
your pond or landscape at any time of the day
or night. Watch your gardens transform into
something magical as evening descends and
lights create a whole new ambiance in the
landscape.

GARDEN AND POND LED LIGHTS
Customize your pond’s nighttime experience
with adjustable spotlights or waterfall lights.
Fountain lights are also available to make sure
every water feature can be illuminated. You’ll
enjoy the natural warm color produced in the
evening hours after the sun goes down.

COLOR-CHANGING LED LIGHTS
Add festive appeal to your water features with
lights that change color. Choose a single
color, or let the colors change on their own.

PATH AND AREA LANDSCAPE LED LIGHTS
Add charm and beauty at night by enhancing
driveways, garden paths, planting beds, decks,
patios, and surrounding water features.

Learn more about Aquascape lighting options.
36
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Nighttime
Lighting
I N S P I R AT I O N
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Aquascape Vlogs
Aquascape Channels for Education and Inspiration
Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy

Ed The Pond Professor

I’m Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy. A
passionate pond hobbyist for 37 years, I
established Aquascape, Inc. in 1991. Our
vision focuses on an ecosystem approach
to water features that relies on the most
natural balance of circulation, filtration,
plants, fish, and rock and gravel to ensure
sustainability. Follow along as I meet
incredible people, view beautiful water
features, and share what it means to truly
love and live the Aquascape Lifestyle.

My career with water features began in
1993 and during that time I’ve been
honored to build thousands of custom
ponds from small backyard water gardens
to large lakes and commercial water
features. It never gets old! Friends refer to
me as “The Pond Professor” because I love
to talk about the science behind ponds,
waterfalls, and the environment. Join me
as I share detailed information on how and
why I build ecosystem ponds and water
features the Aquascape way.

 Visit Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy

ed

The Pond
Professor

 Visit Ed The Pond Professor

Aquascape Ponds

TEAM Aquascape

Pond and water feature hobbyists and
professionals alike will find everything they
need to know about Living the Aquascape
Lifestyle™ at our Aquascape Ponds
channel. Follow us and learn about plant
and fish care, water feature maintenance,
pond product information, and more!

TEAM Aquascape features a first-hand
look at Aquascape water feature
installations as told by members of the
Aquascape Construction team, Ed The
Pond Professor, and Greg Wittstock, The
Pond Guy. Join us for informative vlogs
that share a behind-the-scenes look at life
as pond and waterfall builders, as well as
tips and tricks from the field of a $3 million
water feature design-build firm located in
the Chicagoland area.

 Visit Aquascape Ponds

 Visit TEAM Aquascape

LIKE,
COMMENT &
SUBSCRIBE
Aquascape offers four
YouTube channels to inspire
and educate you on all
things water gardening! Each
Aquascape video channel
serves a specific purpose
to help guide water garden
enthusiasts on their journey.
Subscribe to one, two, three,
or all four channels!
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Why Is My Pond Water

Brown
40
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F

all brings glorious color to the
earth, but this beautiful season
can add a tint of brown to your

pond water that’s not so pretty. Before
you panic and worry about your fish,
find out why your pond turns brown
and what you can do about it.

Brown water, better known as tea-colored
water, is a common occurrence during the
autumn season when trees and bushes lose
their leaves. Leaves and other organic debris
contain tannins and when left in the pond, this
tannin is released into the water, creating a
brown tint.

Brown water can also be created by an
excessive build-up of debris on the pond floor.
When leaves and debris aren’t removed, they
sink to the bottom of the pond where they start
to decay and turn into sludge. When the sludge
is stirred up by fish, the water can take on a
brownish tint.
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Both debris tea (tea-colored water)
and sludge can be cleared up rather
easily, but you need to know which
issue your pond is experiencing before
you can properly treat the problem.
This is where a small mason jar or other
glass jar from your kitchen comes in
handy.
Fill a small glass jar with your brown
pond water and let it sit undisturbed
for 24 hours. If sediment settles to
the bottom of the jar, you’re dealing
with a sludge or sediment problem. If
the water is still tea-colored with no
sediment, then you’re dealing with
debris tea. Both issues are caused by
an overabundance of organic matter
in the pond, so you’ll want to remove
any floating debris or organic matter at
the bottom of the pond to keep brown
water from recurring.
You can remove sludge from the
bottom by hand (some pond owners
enjoy any excuse to get in the pond), or
you can apply a sludge-fighting water
treatment such as Clean for Ponds,
Pond Sludge Remover Packs,
or Sludge & Filter Cleaner.
Tea-colored water can be treated
with Clear for Ponds or Activated Pond
Carbon which work quickly to remove
discoloration.
Your best line of defense in combating
brown pond water is to keep the
problem from occurring in the first
place. A mechanical pond skimmer is
critical for sweeping your pond surface
free of fallen leaves and sticks.
Remember to check the skimmer
basket more frequently during the
fall season and empty it as needed.
This just takes a few seconds out of
your day.
42
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You can also remove debris from the
edges of the pond when you see it
accumulating. Check the water surface
around lily pads and floating aquatics
like water lettuce and hyacinth. Errant
leaves love to congregate in these
areas and never reach your skimmer.
Eventually the fallen leaves will sink
to the bottom of the pond where they
start the decaying process.

F

all is a wonderful time
of year for enjoying
your pond with its crisp

bright days. A few minutes
of your time is all it takes to
ensure clean and healthy
pond water. Remember
Benjamin Franklin’s advice
that “an ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of cure”
and you’ll greatly reduce the
possibility of your pond water
turning brown.
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tRansformatioN
My favorite thing about my pond - “My wife and I enjoy lounging in the Adirondack chairs

near the fire pit by the pond’s edge. And we’re especially fond of velvet-draped evenings when we can delight in the
shimmer and sparkle of pond lights reflecting and dancing in the water.”

POND DETAILS
The original plan for a small pond turned
into a 30'x13' pond with two waterfalls and
a stream that lazily winds its way around an
island –eventually finding its way to a second
10-foot round pond with yet another waterfall
cascading into a gravel basin. Hostas and
ostrich ferns hug the water feature at every
twist and turn. Koi dart in and out of the
cool, rippling water while an old hand pump
fountain spills into a whiskey barrel before
overflowing into the pond.

Get ready to love your backyard when you add a splash of water to yo
find a Certified Aquascape Contractor near you and sta
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our landscape. Use our online locator to
art planning your dream yard today!
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Aquascape makes it easy for you to learn about ponds
and water features using your smartphone, tablet, or
desktop computer. Visit our PUBLICATIONS PAGE on
our website and enjoy our current FREE offering of short,
informative e-books based on a variety of topics!

Visit our NEW

D I G I TA L L I B R A R Y
aquascapeinc.com/publications
How to Keep Pond Water Clean and Healthy:
This book is a must for anyone who owns a pond or is
considering a water feature for their landscape. You’ll learn
about the basic foundation
and elements required
to ensure your pond is
low-maintenance and
naturally balanced.

The Other Pond Fish – Beyond Koi:

Sure, koi are the preferred fish in the pond, but there are a
lot of other options out there from which to choose. This
book covers some of our
favorite fish that we know
would love to call your
pond “home.”

The Other
Pond Fish
BEYOND KOI

HOW TO KEEP POND WATER

Clean &
Healthy

Simple Solutions Water Treatments for
Ponds, Waterfalls, and Fountains:

Maintaining a healthy pond isn’t rocket science. Learn how to
simplify the maintenance
of your water feature
with Aquascape Simple
Solutions. Take the guesswork out of choosing a
treatment for your pond,
waterfall, or fountain and
see how to avoid weekly
treatments altogether!
Your water feature will be
looking its best in no time!

Simple Solutions
Water Treatments
FOR PONDS, WATERFALLS, AND FOUNTAINS

Easy Pond-Keeping During the Fall Season:

The fall season is a spectacular time of year to enjoy your
pond, what with all the gorgeous colors, fewer bugs, and
cooler temperatures. To
keep your pond looking its
best during the autumn
months, follow our tips in
this handy fall pond care
book.

Easy
Pond-Keeping
DURING THE FALL SEASON

Our DIGITAL LIBRARY will continue to grow, so check back often to find favorite water gardening reading material.

Pondside Monthly E-Newsletter
Sign up for Pondside Monthly, our free e-newsletter that’s filled with great information and tips to
help you along your water gardening journey. From fish to plants to general maintenance, you’ll
learn everything you need to know to keep your water feature healthy and beautiful all year long!

SUBSCRIBE

Need a Pond Builder?
Schedule a consultation with a friendly
Certified Aquascape Contractor

Get Started

Looking for
Aquascape
Pond Products?
Find a Retailer Near You
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